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§A

Minnesota’s economy during its territorial period and in the decades after

statehood was heavily dependent on the products of land—crops and
timber mostly, later ore. Land could be acquired through the Homestead
Act of 1862 or by purchase from an existing owner. Real estate
transactions were an important component of the growing economy.
Disputes over land titles, boundaries and alleged trespassing produced
considerable litigation. The specter of fraud was ever present (at its
second session in 1851, the Territorial Legislative Assembly enacted a law
on “fraudulent conveyances and contracts relative to land”). If both the
buyer and seller of a tract of Minnesota land were residents, the
transaction could be completed with little delay. The risk of fraud
increased when one party resided out of state. If the seller of Minnesota
real estate lived in another state and wanted to sign the deed there, the
buyer living in Minnesota needed assurance that the seller’s signature
was genuine and the deed recordable. Residents of other states who
were parties to real estate transactions with Minnesota residents wanted
the same guarantee. For instance, the Minnesota settler who sold his
interest in real estate in his former home state had to provide proof to the
buyer that his signature on the deed was authentic. Similar concerns
arose in commercial disputes when a party living in Minnesota wished to
take and offer as evidence the sworn deposition of an out-of-state witness.
The office of commissioner of deeds was one answer to these problems.

§B

On March 31, 1851, the last day of its second session, the Minnesota
Legislative Assembly enacted a law authorizing the territorial governor to
appoint commissioners of deeds in other states.” A commissioner was

1 Terr. Stat., c. 48, at 216 (1851). It was part of a bill “revising and consolidating the
general statutes of the Territory” that was passed by the Legislative Assembly on March
31, 1851. Journal of the Council, March 31, 1851, at 175 (vote not recorded); Journal of
the House of Representatives, March 31, 1851, at 193-94 (10-0). Governor Ramsey
signed it that day. Journal of the Council, March 31, 1851, at 196. Here is the law:

OF THE APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS TO TAKE THE
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DEEDS, &c., IN OTHER STATES.

Sec. 1. The governor shall have power to appoint one or more
commissioners in any state of the United States, or of the territories
belonging to the United States, who shall continue in office during the
pleasure of the governor, and shall have authority to take the



authorized to take acknowledgments of deeds, leases, and other
contracts to land in Minnesota Territory, administer oaths and take
depositions for use in territorial courts. An act of a commissioner had the
same effect as if it was made by a “proper officer of Minnesota Territory.”
By mid-July Governor Alexander Ramsey had appointed almost two dozen
commissioners. ?

Deeds commissioners, however, did not hold an official monopoly on the
acknowledgment of deeds signed in their states. In its 1851 session the
Legislative Assembly also authorized the recording of deeds
acknowledged by judges, notaries, justices of peace or “other officer
authorized by the laws of such state, territory or district, to take the
acknowledgment of deeds therein.” ® They also shared authority to take

acknowledgment and proof of the execution of any deed, or other
conveyance or lease of any lands lying in this territory, and of any
contract, letter of attorney, or any other writing under seal or not, to be
used or recorded in this territory.

Sec. 2. Such acknowledgment or proof, so taken according to the laws
of this territory, and certified to by any such commissioners, under his
seal of office annexed to or indorsed on such instrument, shall have the
same power and effect as if the same had been made before any officer
authorized to perform such acts in this territory.

Sec. 3. Every commissioner appointed as before mentioned, shall have
power to administer an oath which may be lawfully required in this
territory, to any person willing to take it; and to take and duly certify all
depositions to be used in any of the courts of this territory, in conformity
to the laws thereof, either on interrogatories proposed under a commis-
sioner from a court of this territory, or by consent of parties, or on legal
notice given to the opposite party; and all such acts shall be as valid as if
done and certified according to law, by a proper officer of this territory.

Sec. 4. Every such commissioner, before performing any duty, or ex-
ercising any power by virtue of his appointment, shall take and subscribe
an oath or affirmation before a judge or clerk of one of the courts of
record of the state or territory in which such commissioner shall reside,
well and faithfully to execute and perform all the duties of such
commissioner, under and by virtue of the laws of Minnesota, which oath,
with a description or impression of his seal of office, shall be filed in the
office of the secretary of this territory.

Section 2 of the Organic Act authorized this appointment power (“he shall commission
all officers who shall be appointed to office under the laws of the said territory, and shall
take care that the laws be faithfully executed.”). The Organic Act, enacted by Congress
on March 3, 1849, organized Minnesota Territory. It is posted in the “Legislation” cate-
gory in the Archives of the MLHP.

2 Secretary’s ledger of Governor Ramsey’s appointments of commissioners and notaries,
July 13, 1851. Appendix 10, at 64.

3 Stat. c. 46, §9, at 211 (1851). It provided:

Deeds, Mortgages, and Other Conveyances



depositions of withesses located in other states for use in trials in
Minnesota Territory.* These were depositions upon written interrogatories

Sec. 9. If any such deed shall be executed in any other state, territory,
or district of the United States, such deed may be executed according to
the laws of such state, territory or district, and the execution thereof may
be acknowledged before any judge of a court of record, notary public,
justice of the peace, master in chancery, or other officer authorized by the
laws of such state, territory or district, to take the acknowledgment of
deeds therein, or before any commissioner appointed by the governor of
this territory, for such purpose.

Sec. 10. In the cases provided for in the last preceding section, unless
the acknowledgment be taken before a commissioner appointed by the
governor of this territory for that purpose, such deed shall have attached
thereto a certificate of the clerk, or other proper certifying officer of a
court of record of the county or district within which such acknowledge-
ment was taken, under the seal of his office, that the person whose name
is subscribed to the certificate of acknowledgment, was, at the date
thereof such officer as he is therein represented to be, that he believes
the signature of such person subscribed thereto, to be genuine; and that
the deed is executed and acknowledged according to the laws of such
state, territory or district.

It was re-codified after statehood. Stat. c. 35, §§ 9, 10, at 398 (1858); Stat. c. 40, §§ 8-9,
at 381-82 (1863).
4 Stat. c. 95, §29, at 475 (1851), provides:

Sec. 29. All depositions and affidavits taken out of the territory, in any
other manner than is prescribed in the preceding sections, if taken before
any notary public, or other person authorized by the laws of any state or
country, to take depositions, may be admitted or rejected in the discretion
of the court: Provided, That no such deposition or affidavit shall be
admitted, unless it appear that the adverse party had sufficient notice of
the taking thereof, and opportunity to cross examine the witness

The procedure on taking out-of-state depositions was carried over after Minnesota
became a state. To depose a foreign witness, a party first applied to the District Court (or
Justice Court) for permission. If the judge was satisfied, he issued a “commission” to a
deeds commissioner or notary in the foreign state to take the deposition. The following is
the provision for taking depositions of out of state withesses in civil actions in the Code of
Practice and Pleading, adopted in 1858.

TAKING THE TESTIMONY OF WITNESS OUT OF THE STATE.

Sec. 301. The deposition of any witness without this State may be taken
under a commission, issued to one or more competent persons, in any
State or County, by the Court in which the cause is pending, and the
deposition may be used in the same manner, and subject to the same
conditions and objections, as if it had been taken in this State.

Sec. 302. No commission shall be issued, to take testimony out of this
State, except when the following requisites are complied with:

1. When an issue has been joined in a civil action in a Court of Record in
this State:

2. When it shall appear on the application of either party such action,
that any witness not residing in this State, is material to the prosecution or



or questions not oral examinations transcribed by a court reporter
because there were no court reporters at this time.

The laws of Minnesota Territory on commissioners of deeds were
patterned after laws already in use in many states. They benefited
territorial residents by lowering barriers to land transactions, prevented
fraud and brought more fairness to trials. They were necessitated by
difficulties in travel, especially in winter months, slow mail delivery, a
rudimentary title recording system® and a genuine fear of buyers and
sellers of being swindled. The office of deeds commissioner was a
patchwork solution employed by most states to these common problems.
They had the important effect of encouraging interstate commerce. It is
not surprising that the office of deeds commissioner was maintained after
Minnesota became a state on May 11, 1858.

§C

Article 5 of the Minnesota Constitution, ratified by the voters on October
13, 1857, describes the composition and responsibilities of the Executive
Department. Section 4 of that Article lists powers of the governor that
included the power to appoint commissioners of deeds:

He shall have power, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, to appoint notaries public, and such other officers

defence of such action, and here it shall also appear upon such
application that due notice of such application is served on the adverse
party at least ten days before such application is made.

Sec. 303. Every such deposition shall be taken upon written inter-
rogatories, to be exhibited to the adverse party, or his attorney, and cross
interrogatories to be filed by him if he shall think fit.

Sec. 304. The Court may make rules as to the issuing of commissions,
either in vacation or term time, and the filing of interrogatories, and all
other matters relating to depositions taken out of the State; Provided, That
such rules be not inconsistent with the provisions of law.

Sec. 30[5]. All depositions taken out of, or within the State in any other
manner than is prescribed in the preceding sections may be admitted or
rejected, in the discretion of the Court, if it appears that the adverse party
had sufficient notice of the taking thereof, and opportunity to cross-
examine the witness.

Stat. Code of Pleadings and Practice in Civil Actions, Pt. ll, Title |, at 77-78 (1858).

5 The office of the county register of deeds was established by the Legislative Assembly
in 1851. Stat. c. 8, Art 2, at 62-64 (1851). Section 4 of this Article even specifies the form
of the book to be kept by the register (“each page of which shall be divided into seven
columns...”).



as may be provided by law. He shall have power to appoint
commissioners to take the acknowledgment of deeds or other
instruments in writing, to be used in the State.

A question arises here: why were these minor offices even listed in the
constitution? They seem out of place on a list of gubernatorial powers that
included being commander-in-chief of the state militia, the ability to veto
legislation and make interim appointments to head state departments.
Their inclusion seems to support the frequent criticism of state
constitutions that they are cluttered with specific, topical, mundane
provisions better left to the legislature.® To the framers, however, they
were not minor offices.” They granted appointment power over com-
missioners to the governor, but required that he share power over
notaries with the senate. This allocation of appointment power was based
on politics. Notaries lived and voted in legislative districts.® For several
decades after statehood the office of notary was a form of political
patronage, a plum dispensed to a constituent of a legislator (realistically,
so many notaries were confirmed each year that senators must have
recommended most, the governor originating a few).® After each
legislative session, the names of new notaries were published in the
journal of the senate followed by the notation that it “advised and
consented to the nominations above made by the governor.” With new
appointees and incumbents seeking renewals of their licenses, the
numbers of notaries increased exponentially. *°

5 Lawrence M. Friedman, A History of American Law 74-79 (3d edition, 2007).

” The final version of the constitution that was approved by the voters in October 1857
was written by a conference committee composed of delegates from each “wing” of the
constitutional convention. The members of that committee were the “framers” of the
state constitution. They met in executive session and their deliberations were not
preserved. William Anderson, “The Need for Constitutional Revision in Minnesota,” 11
Minnesota Law Review 189, 191 (1927).

8 Stat. c. 5, §94, at 134 (1858) (“That each notary public so appointed, commissioned and
qualified, shall have power within this state, while residing within the county for which he
was appointed, to administer all oaths required or authorized by law to be administered
in this state, to take and certify depositions to be used in any of the courts of this state, to
take and certify all acknowledgements of deeds, mortgages, lien[s], powers of attorney,
and other instruments of writing, and to receive, make out and record notarial protests.”)
(emphasis added).

® During the nineteenth century, the legislature was the dominant if not domineering
branch of government. While nearly impossible to document, it is also nearly impossible
to think that in the 1860s and 1870s legislators did not notify the governor’s office of
names of constituents they wished to be appointed notaries.

0 Until 1885 a notary had a two year term. Stat. c. 26, §2, at 378 (1878). The Twentieth
Fourth Legislature meeting in 1885 extended it to seven years. 1885 Laws c. 48, §1, at 53
(effective March 9, 1885), codified as Stat. c. 26, §2, at 270 (1888). It was reduced to six



In contrast, commissioners of deeds had some political value to the
governor but none to legislators. A commissioner resided in another state
and may have never visited Minnesota. Applicants for this office listed
references who frequently wrote separately to the governor vouching for
the applicant’s integrity. References were usually prominent public
figures in the applicant’s home state or even Minnesota, who may have
been political allies of the governor. The framers recognized that the
governor was in the best position to evaluate the qualifications of
“foreign” commissioners of deeds. As we shall see, the fact that the
governor appraised the credentials of applicants before granting them a
commissionership was important to the real estate bar, one of the most
cautious segments of a conservative profession, and perhaps to the trial
bar as well.

§C

The constitution, as we have seen, granted the governor unfettered power
to appoint commissioners. That they held office at “the pleasure of the
governor” was cited by Attorney General Gordon Cole in an official
opinion on May 3, 1862 to Governor Alexander Ramsey, who had inquired
as to how he could rescind the appointments of commissioners.” In

years in 1984. 1984 Laws, c. 504, §2, at 641 (effective April 25, 1984). And reduced
again to five years in 1994, and that is where it stands at the present time. Stat. c. 359,
§359.02, at 524 (2018).

" Here is General Gordon E. Cole’s opinion:

His Excellency, Alex. Ramsey:

Dear Sir: Your favor of the 29th ult. is at hand, inquiring as to your power
to remove a commissioner of deeds, appointed under authority of this
State, and the proper method of authenticating such removal, and
communicating such information to the public. The power is
unquestionable. Section 46, page 403, Compiled Statutes, provides for the
appointment of such commissioner, and fixes the term of office, viz.:
during the pleasure of the Governor. The means should be of the same
character, as far as possible, as those by which he was appointed. Those
suggested by you are doubtless sufficient, viz.: a written notification to
him, (and | think accompanied by a request to return his commission,) a
copy of this instrument preserved in the executive journal and filed in the
secretary's office, and an entry of the date of removal made in the records
of that office. The publication of such instrument suggested by you, of
course, can do no harm, and may perhaps save parties from loss.
Although | do not conceive that you would be bound to go as far that.
St. PAUL, May 3d, 1862. G. E. COLE, Atty. Gen.

Opinions of the Attorneys General of the State of Minnesota from the Organ-ization of the
State to Jan.1, 1884 70-71 (1884) (emphasis in original) (This book is posted in the



response to General Cole’s advisory opinion the Governor issued a
directive that commissioners of deeds held office for two years (the same
as notaries) and required them to pay a fee with their application. '> What
moved Governor Ramsey to act was his realization that some com-
missioners resided in Confederate states. Seemingly unaware of this
exchange between the governor and the attorney general, Secretary of
State David Blakely notified the legislature in his annual report for the year
1863 of a need to set term limits for commissioners of deeds." His plea
was misdirected but not necessarily unheeded. About this time newly
appointed commissioners, who previously handwrote their oaths, were
required to take both an Oath of Office and an Oath of Allegiance on pre-
printed forms." The Oath of Allegiance, intended to weed out Confederate

“Attorney General” category in the Archives of the MLHP). A copy of the Governor’s
inquiry has not been located.
The statute cited by General Cole provides:

An Act providing for the appointment of Commissioners to take the
Acknowledgment of Deeds, and other instruments, in other States.

(46.) Sec. 1. The governor shall have power to appoint one or more
commissioners in any state of the United States, or of the territories
belonging to the United States, who shall continue in office during the
pleasure of the governor, and shall have authority to take the
acknowledgment and proof of the execution of any deed, or other
conveyance or lease of any lands lying in this territory, and of any
contract, letter of attorney, or any other writing under seal or not, to be
used or recorded in this territory.

Stat. C. 35, § 1 (46), at 403 (1858).

2 This directive by the Governor has not been located. That it was issued is clear from
tables published by the Secretary of State that listed commissioners’ names, their states,
the dates of their appointments and end dates of their terms. See Appendix 12, at 66-67 .
3 Secretary Blakely notified the legislature:

| direct the attention of the Legislature to the list appended to this
report, of the Commissioners of Deeds appointed by the Governor under
our territorial organization, residing in other States and territories. It will
be seen that not only have a number of these officers been in commission
upwards of thirteen years, but many also are residents of the rebellious
States, and, in all probability, are disloyal to the government. It seems
obvious that the term of office of these Commissioners should be limited,
the same as in the cases of Notaries Public—the more especially as they
are beyond the reach of Executive vigilance, and, in some instances, may
abuse the privileges accorded them without danger of punishment.

A revision of the law governing these officers is recommended

David Blakely, “Sixth Annual Report of the Secretary of State,” dated December 5, 1863,”
in Executive Documents of the State of Minnesota for the Year 1863 49-50 (1864).

4 For examples, see Appendix 3, at 46-49.

5 For examples see the Oaths of Office and Allegiance in Appendix 4, at 46-49.



sympathizers, required the appointee to swear, “I have not yielded
voluntary support to any pretended Government, authority, power or
constitution within the United States, hostile or inimical thereto...” The
length of a commissioner’s term was set at two years and extended to
three years in early 1880s. "°

§D

In 1858 the first legislature after statehood passed a law on com-
missioners of deeds that was unchanged from the territorial statute. Their
powers were listed; they held office at the pleasure of the governor; the
instruments they acknowledged were considered as valid as if performed
by officers within the state; and they were required to file their oaths with
the secretary of state. '" It was slightly reworded in the General Statutes
of 1863, a version re-codified several times in future decades.®

' The governor’s directive extending the term has not been located. The annual reports
of the Secretary of State reflect the extension.
171858 Laws, c. 30, at 64-5 (July 22, 1858). It read:

An Act relating to the powers and duties of Commissioners
appointed to take the acknowledgment of Deeds and other
instruments in writing to be used in this State.

Section 1. That such Commissioners as the Governor shall appoint in
any of the United States or Territories of the United States, to take the
acknowledgment of Deeds or other instruments in writing to be used in
this State, shall hold their office during the pleasure of the Governor, and
they shall have power to take the acknowledgment and proofs of the
execution of any deed or other conveyance or lease of any lands lying in
this State, and of any contract, letter of Attorney, or any other writing
under seal, or not, to be used or recorded in this State.

Sec. 2. Such acknowledgment or proof so taken according to the laws
of this State, and certified to by any such Commissioner under his seal of
office and annexed to or endorsed on such instrument, shall have the
same power and effect as if the same had been made before any officer
authorized to perform such acts in this State.

Sec. 3. Every Commissioner appointed as before mentioned shall have
power to administer an oath which may be lawfully required in this State to
any person willing to take the same, and to take and duly certify all
depositions to be used in any of the Courts of this State in conformity to
the laws thereof, either on interrogatories proposed under a Commission
from any Court of this State, or by consent of parties, or on legal notice
given to the opposite party; and all such acts shall be as valid as if done
and certified according to law by a proper officer in this State.

Sec. 4. Every such Commissioner before performing any duty or
exercising any power by virtue of his appointment, shall take and
subscribe an oath or affirmation before a Judge or a Clerk of one of the
Courts of Record of the State is which such Commissioner shall reside
well and faithfully to execute and perform all the duties of such



The legislature granted notaries in other states nearly the same powers.
If a deed was executed in another state or territory, “such deed may be
executed according to the laws thereof, and its execution may be
acknowledged before any officer authorized by the laws of such state,
territory or district, to take the acknowledgment of deeds therein, or
before any commissioner appointed by the governor of this state for such
purpose.”

Why did the legislature grant powers to notaries public that duplicated or
overlapped the powers of commissioners of deeds? The easy answer is
that it had no other choice—it had to recognize the policies of other
states, as they did Minnesota’s. Moreover, it understood that the exercise
of duplicative powers by the two offices established during the territorial
period worked.? There was no need to change it. Of course, it is not
quite as simple as this. Because there has been a complete absence of
scholarly attention to the office of commissioner of deeds, some
speculation is necessary. '

Comparing the two offices, notaries had one clear advantage. In
numbers, deed commissioners were few, notaries abundant and more
accessible. The out-of-state seller of Minnesota real estate who needed
an official to acknowledge his signature to the deed might live in the same
or near-by town of a notary public while the nearest Minnesota
commissioner of deeds may reside far away, requiring time for travel. If
convenience was the only consideration for signatories of deeds,
commissioners of deeds would have vanished very quickly, but they did

Commissioner, under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Minnesota,
which oath with a description or impression of his seal of office shall be
filed in the office of the Secretary of this State.

Sec. 5. This Act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
passage. [July 22, 1858]

18 Stat. c. 72, Title Il, §§ 10-13, at 632-633 (1863) (oaths of commissioners appointed by
the governor). Another chapter of the 1863 General Statutes authorized the recording of
deeds executed before commissioners. Stat. c. 40, §§ 8-9, at 381-82 (1863).

9 Stat. c. 40, § 8, at 382-383 (1863).

2 The Territorial Assembly and its successor the state legislature followed the examples
of other states. Aside from the adoption of a variation of the Field Code and perhaps its
infrequent request for advisory opinions from the Territorial Supreme Court Justices,
there was little innovation in legal procedure during the territorial period.

2! The little that has been written about commissioners of deeds is descriptive. One of
the few articles is Morris Berzon’s “History of the Massachusetts Commissioner od
Deeds,” 9 Law Society Journal 765-767 (1940-1941). It simply describes changes in
state law after 1829.

10



not begin to fade away until the late 1890s, a topic we will explore in a
moment.

For decades a commissionership was a prized office. There were two
reasons why someone—usually an attorney—wanted such a post: money
and prestige. A deeds commissioner charged a fee for performing an
official act, and his appointment signified to the public that he was honest
and trustworthy.? The governors of other states appointed commis-
sioners in Minnesota and their business cards in local newspapers noted
they held this office, sometimes for several states; likewise commis-
sioners appointed by Minnesota’s governor advertised in their home
states.” Commissioners advertised because there was a demand for
their services—and that is the reason they flourished in the latter decades
of the nineteenth century. What was the source of that demand? Most
likely it was the buyer’s side of a land transaction or, in a collection case,
the creditor. To illustrate: the Minnesota buyer’s attorney required the
out-of-state seller of real estate situated in Minnesota to execute the deed
before a commissioner of deeds, who was an appointee of the governor
of his state, not a notary.

For a time lawyers seemed to trust commissioners of deeds more than
notaries public in some land transactions and some commercial litiga-
tion.?* A Philadelphia lawyer who specialized in collections made this clear

22 The certificate issued by the governor stated that the commissioner held the office
“together with the fees, profits and advantages to the same belonging.” See Certificate at
Appendix 5, at 50. The fee the commissioner charged was set by the law of the state he
resided in.
2 Examples of business cards in Minnesota newspapers of lawyers who were deeds
commissioners of other states are posted in Appendix 7, at 53-59.
Some commissioners used the prestige of their office to advertise commercial

products:

— Commissioner of Deeds, for all the States, Mr. G. E.

Reardon, Baltimore, Md., writes that he suffered for a long

time with rheumatism which yielded to no treatment until

he applied St. Jacobs Qil.

This item was published in 7The Mower County Transcript (Austin), June 9, 1886, at 3, and
the New UlIm Weekly Review, June 16, 1886, at 8.

24 Of the sketchy evidence of a lack of confidence in notaries at this time, the foremost is
this recommendation of Territorial Governor Samuel Medary'’s in his last Message to the
joint convention of Legislature in December 1857:

I would respectfully suggest that a law be passed regulating the
appointment of Notaries Public, and that a copy of said law accompany
each commission. The propriety of this, will be apparent to all persons
living in a newly and sparsely settled neighborhood.

11



in his request in 1873 to Governor Austin for an appointment as
commissioner: “merchants prefer making Affidavits to disputed accounts
with a commissioner of the State in which the merchant resides.” ?° Their
wariness of out-of-state notaries may have been an extrapolation of their
personal experiences with notaries in Minnesota. For over three decades
after Minnesota became a state, notaries and other officials authorized to
acknowledge deeds frequently failed to meet the statutory requirements,
forcing the legislature to pass “curative” laws that “legalized” defective
deeds already recorded. This occurred in 1858, 1863, 1867, 1870, 1871,
1872, 1873, 1874, 1875, 1877, 1879, 1881, 1883, 1885 and 1889. These
curative laws were itemized in the 1891 General Statutes, where they
present a stunning chronicle of decades of ineptitude by notaries, other
officials and even lawyers who oversaw the execution of deeds they had
drafted.?

Though it is not possible to document the actual division of work of
individual commissioners, it may be that their title—commissioner of
deeds—misleads us into thinking that their main activity was acknowl-
edging instruments in real estate transactions (which may have been the
original cause of their creation) but over time most of their official work
was spent acknowledging affidavits, depositions for use in litigation and a
wide range of commercial documents.”’ The number of court cases in
Minnesota in which a document acknowledged by a commissioner of
deeds (or notary) was offered into evidence probably exceeded the
number of real estate transactions involving an out-of-state seller and the
number of commercial transactions in which a commissioner was
employed probably exceeded both. Because acknowledging deeds or
depositions was not a full-time occupation, notaries and commissioners
(and individuals frequently held both offices) had to have other ways to
make a living, lawyering being the most common.

Journal of the House of Representatives, December 11, 1857, at 35.

2 Letter from Henry P. Roche to Governor Austin, March 29, 1873, Appendix 1, at 26.

26 Stat. Vol. 2, c. 55, §§ 4164-4195, at 79-88 (1891).

27 For example, the articles of incorporation of the Northwestern, Minnesota and Red
River Valley Railroad Company were published in the St. Paul Daily Globe, March 19,
1883, at 3. The articles were executed on March 8, 1883, before “GEO. R. JAQUES,
Commissioner of Deeds for the State of Minnesota, in New York, 252 Broadway.”

The articles of incorporation of the Minnesota Iron Company signed by Charlemagne
Tower and Charlemagne Tower, Jr., were executed in Philadelphia on October 9, 1882,
before “J. A. BAILEY, Commissioner of Deeds, etc. in Pennsylvania for Minnesota.” The
articles and acknowledgment were printed in the St. Paul Daily Globe on November 15,
1882, at 2,

12



§E

Beginning in the 1890s, there was a steady decline in the number of
Minnesota commissioners of deeds in other states. So also did the
number of commissioners of other states residing in Minnesota—
confirming that the decline in their numbers was a national phenomenon
(there was not a corresponding decrease in the numbers of notaries). The
statistics, compiled by the Secretary of State, are striking.?® The number
of Minnesota commissioners in other states declined by 48% from 1868 to
1882, another 45% from 1882 to 1900, and 63% from 1900 to 1909. The
number of commissioners from other states residing in Minnesota fell by
53% from 1881 to 1892, by 37% from 1892 to 1902, and by 50% from 1902
to 1906, when the Secretary of State ceased to publish statistics on these
office holders. By 1909 only 19 commissioners for Minnesota resided in
other states. Few commissioners resigned their offices; most did not
renew their applications after their terms ended. #

The reasons for their decline beginning in the early 1890s are conjectural.
It begs the question to state the obvious — that there was less demand for
their particular services. Though statistics are not available, interstate
economic activity, with perhaps a pause caused by the Panic of 1893,
increased during the 1890s and early 1900s, resulting in an increased
need or demand to have deeds and other documents acknowledged by
officials recognized by the State of Minnesota. As the work of
commissioners declined that of notaries increased. Commissioners had
become a secondary source of legal assistance to Minnesota residents
having business interests in other states. The author of a practitioner’s
manual for New York notaries and commissioners published in 1912 made
this point:

Purpose of the Office of Commissioner of Deeds. —
Commissioners of deeds are appointed to supplement the
number of notaries and to facilitate business, both legal and

2 See Tables 1 and 2 in Appendix 12 & 13, at 66-71. The statistics in these tables are
taken from the Annual and Biennial Reports of the Secretary of State, which were
included in The Executive Journals or published separately and can be found at the
State Law library, the Historical Society and (mostly) online.

2 For examples of commissioners’ request for reappointment because they moved, see
Appendix 8, at 60-62.

13



commercial. Foreign commissioners are appointed to aid
New Yorkers in other states and countries and to simplify the
legal machinery where possible. *

Earlier we suggested that some Minnesota lawyers’ distrust of the
competency of notaries lead them to prefer commissioners to
acknowledge deeds, depositions and commercial documents signed in
other states. This seems the most realistic explanation for the steady
demand for the services of commissioners in the 1860s, 1870s and 1880s
even though notaries, who could perform the same functions, were more
common and accessible. Lawyers’ belief in the honesty and integrity of
commissioners never seems to have lessened but the reputations of
notaries must have increased and that is why, in the competition for work
between the two offices, notaries prevailed by the early 1900s.

If these posits are correct or nearly so, the question arises: why did trust
in notaries increase? For starters, by the 1890s the state legislature no
longer enacted curative legislation on a regular basis,* suggesting that
notaries had become more conscientious; they must have realized that a
defective deed would be rejected by the county register of deeds. The
sheer number of notaries appointed and reappointed and the lengthening
of their terms from two to seven years strongly suggests that it had
become relatively easy to become a notary—in other words, the process
had become depoliticized. ** By the close of the century notaries had
acquired a stature at least equal to that of commissioners.

30 Joseph Osmun Skenner, A Handbook for Notaries Public and Commissioners of Deed's
in New York 8§71, at 91 (1912).

%1 The General Statutes still had curative provisions for several decades. E.g., Stat. c. 63,
§§6845-6847, at 1471 (1913).

32 At the end of the Ninth Legislative session in 1867, the Senate confirmed 111 notaries.
In 1876, it confirmed 491 notaries, and in 1883, it confirmed 2,893 notaries, the list
consuming 51 pages of its Journal. The extension of a notary’s term from two to seven
years in 1885 suggests that it had become less politically beneficial, even a distraction to
legislators.

Today the office is completely non-politicized— that is, democratized —and most
anyone can qualify for and be issued a notarial license. Still, the constitutional
requirement that the Senate confirm the governor’s appointees remains intact. See
Article 5, §3 of the Restructured Constitution of 1974 (“With the advice and consent of
the Senate, he may appoint notaries public and other officers provided by law”). At the
present time, during a legislative session the governor sends a list of names of notarial
appointees to the Senate, which later votes to confirm the list en masse. That vote is
recorded in the Senate Journalbut the names are not printed. See Appendix 11, at 63,
for the confirmation of notaries by the Senate during the 89th Legislature.
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Finally a small development may be noted: In 1885 the first title insurance
company began operating in Minneapolis and a year later in St. Paul.®
Insurance companies excel in their ability to assess and weigh risks. That
companies would issue title insurance in these cities is a sign that the
period of derelict notaries and their defective deeds was nearly over and
that title searches based on the records of the county register of deeds
were reliable.

§F

Though their numbers were in obvious decline in the early 1900s, the
statute setting the powers of commissioners was not changed over the
next seven decades.** Once an important office, it was quickly forgotten.

83 “The Beginnings of Title Insurance in Minnesota, 1885-1886” (MLHP, 2018).
34 The pertinent sections of General Statutes of 1923 provide:

Sec. 6977. In other states—By whom taken—Deeds or other written
instruments affecting property in this state may be acknowledged, at any
place within the United States or in any territory belonging thereto before,
and such acknowledgments may be certified by, the following officers:

1. Any judge or justice of the supreme, circuit, or district courts of the
United States, or of a court of record of any state, territory, or district
therein.

2. The clerk and deputy clerk of any of said courts.

3. Any notary public or justice of the peace, or any commissioner
appointed by the governor of this state for that purpose.

But no acknowledgment so certified shall be valid unless taken within
the place or territory for which such officer was chosen, or to which the
jurisdiction of the court of which he is an officer shall extend.

Sec. 6978. Certificate, how authenticated—If any certificate authorized
by § 6977 be signed by a commissioner appointed by the governor of this
state, or, by a notary public, clerk of court, or other officer having a seal of
office, an impression whereof is affixed, no other authentication shall be
required. If by an officer appointed by the governor of such other state or
territory, and having no official seal, it shall be sufficient if accompanied
by the declaration of the secretary of said state or territory, or his
assistant or deputy, under the seal thereof, that at the purported date of
said acknowledgment the person certifying held the office under which he
assumed to act; or, in lieu thereof, the mode of authentication hereinafter
prescribed may be used. In all other cases there shall be attached to such
certificate a declaration of the clerk or other certifying officer of a court of
record of the county or district in which the acknowledgment was taken,
under the seal of said court, that he knows the handwriting of the person
who signed the same, that at the time of said purported acknowledgment
such person held the office under which he then assumed to act, and that
he believes the signature subscribed to said certificate to be genuine.

Stat. c. 48, §6977-6978, at 978 (1923). The law was unchanged for decades: compare
Stat. c. 358, §§358.22-358.23, at 3334 (1961); in 1971 it was still in the chapter on “Seals,
Oaths, Acknowledgments.” See Stat. c. 358, §§358.22-358.23, at 4258 (1971) The only
addition to the law on commissioners was passed in 1923:
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The office of commissioner of deeds was abolished on April 19, 1973,
when the Minnesota Legislature adopted the Uniform Recognition of
Acknowledgments Act. *

§G

Though commissioners of deeds are extinct, they remain embedded in
Article 5, Section 3, of the present Minnesota Constitution, revised in
1974, like a fossil resting on the shelf of a museum:

[The governor] may appoint
commissioners to take the
acknowledgement of deeds or
other instruments in writing to
be used in the state.

—O—

An act to legalize acknowledgments taken by Commissioners of Deeds for
the State of Minnesota after their term of office had expired, together with
the record of instruments bearing such acknowledgments.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Minnesota:

Section 1. Certain acknowledgements legalized.—That all acknowl-
edgements taken by any Commissioner of Deeds for the State of
Minnesota after his term of office had expired, together with the records
thereof where the instrument bearing such acknowledgment has been
recorded as provided by law, are hereby legalized and made valid and
effectual for all purposes, and of the same force and effect as if taken
during his term of office.

Sec. S. Application.—This act shall not apply to or affect any action
now pending in any court of this State.

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its
passage.

Approved March 28, 1923.

1923 Laws, c. 97, at 92 (effective March 28, 1923); in the General Statutes of 1923, this
curative law was tucked away in the chapter on “Oaths and Acknowledgments“ rather
than in “Conveyances of Real; Estate.” See Stat. c. 48, §6975, at 978 (1923).

% 1973 Laws, c. 116, at 119-204 (April 19, 1973). The Act was effective July 1, 1973.
Section 10 of the Act repealed Minn. Stat. §358.22 (1971), which authorized commis-
sioners of deeds. (Somehow the office survived the “restructuring” of the constitution in
1974).
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1. Applications to the governor for appointment to be commissioners
of deeds

In the years after the initial establishment of the office of commissioners of
deeds in 1851, Minnesota governors received applications for appoint-
ment from residents of other states.

The following is an application from a New Yorker to Governor Gorman in
1857:
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He wrote directly to Governor Gorman. A different approach was taken
the following year by John C. Hollinshead, a resident of the District of
Columbia, who wrote to Henry Rice, who represented Minnesota Territory
in the U. S. House of Representatives, requesting his “influence” with the
governor to acquire a commissionership. He states that he already was a
commissioner “for many of the states,” and listed four references.
Interestingly he closes by noting the unavailability of two current
Minnesota commissioners in the District — Commissioner Thomas was in
Europe and Commissioner Deselding was “absent” — which “subject
citizens and strangers to inconvenience.”
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This applicant did not enclose references but reminds the governor, “You
know, Sir, how easily such documentation can be obtained...”
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In this request, the applicant emphasizes his background as a real estate
agent.
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The following two letters should be read together. The first is an
application from a New York resident; the second is the recommendation

from Morton Wilkinson, U. S. Representative from the First Congressional
District:
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At the time he wrote this recommendation, Representative Wilkinson was
a

“lame duck.” At this time congress convened in March. He was elected
in 1868, did not run in 1870, and was defeated in 1872.
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Arthur Knapp succeeded in becoming a Commissioner of Deeds
for Minnesota.
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Request from a Philadelphia lawyer who specializes in collections. He is
both a notary public and a commissioner of deeds, presumably for many
states. It is noteworthy that he informs Governor Austin, “in the collection
business merchants prefer making Affidavits to disputed accounts with a

commissioner of the State in which the merchant resides.”
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2. Recommendations to governor of Minnesota for appointment as
commissioner of deeds.

This from two Ohio judges:
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This recommendation claims that if the company’s cahier becomes a
commissioner, “it would prove of great convenience to the business
community in our vicinity.” Here is more proof that a commissioner was

needed to acknowledge commercial documents besides real estate
deeds.
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A preprinted recommendation form used by judges in Memphis,
Tennessee. Itis dated May 9, 1870 on the back.
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A recommendation from “Doc” Ames in 1873:
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This applicant from Chicago took no chances: he enclosed a recom-
mendation from the governor of lllinois.
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Letter of recommendation to Governor Hubbard from the Governor of
Illinois. It succeeded: A handwritten notation on the back states Tichenor
was “commissioned April 6", 1882.”
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The Governor of New York had so many requests for his recommendation
for commissionerships that a preprinted form was developed.
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Samuel J. R. McMillan served as a Justice on the Minnesota Supreme
Court from 1864 to 1875, and U. S. Senator from 1875 to 1887.
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Here Walter H. Sanborn requested that Governor Hubbard recommend to
the governor of Massachusetts that he appoint N. L. Frothingham, a St.
Paul lawyer, Commissioner of Deeds for Massachusetts.
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OFFIC
GEN. JOHN B. SANBOLN, ﬁpﬁw iy, ‘E’d‘ O"@

glnlm ]E &: % 'ﬁ %anbm'n,

EDWARD I BEANBORN,
German Amerfcan Bank Building,

]\lo. 94 £AST THIRD STREET,

a7 C%ﬁu,/ Oféoﬂhﬂ, T TR (& |

Governor Hubbard was swayed by this letter and must have written the
governor of Massachusetts, who appointed N. L. Frothingham commis-
sioner of deeds for the state of Massachusetts. His name is on the list of
commissioners maintained by the Secretary of State of Minnesota for the
fiscal years ending July 31, 1885 and 1886. He then apparently did not
renew his license. In the Secretary’s report for the fiscal year 1888, only
Robert R. Odell of Minneapolis is listed as deeds commissioner for
Massachusetts.
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3. Oaths of Office taken by newly-appointed Commissioners

Before he could officially act, the newly appointed commissioner took the
oath required by Section 4 of the Act: “well and faithfully to execute and
perform all the duties of such commissioner, under and by virtue of the
laws of Minnesota.” The oath was taken in the appointee’s home state
before a judge or clerk of court who affixed his seal and sent it to the
Secretary of Minnesota Territory. The rest of the form varied from
jurisdiction to jurisdiction. Most are handwritten until preprinted forms

were introduced during the War. Here are eight oaths filed with the
territorial secretary between 1854 and 1857.

Oath of a Massachusetts appointee in 1854:
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Oath of a South Carolina appointee in 1855:
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This oath of a Wisconsin appointee in 1857 lacked a seal:
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Oath of a Pennsylvania appointee in 1857:
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iy aptha D istiel bouts fa tla bl aud tounliy of
mecavmg, AUGGLTn Lot made. , 0uUd- utws maane. & MWWM
was al- e Luws . m%wdwuu/%udwf@d%
crd—aZ.L@LL&ioC Gouwnd fon the @quamqrﬂ%dadﬂ/@a; '
WWW&LM&LW/ 5 att wlwse acls os tueh, MW
qud. eudilans. aunde m?&L‘{Z &W,M wetl v Couds vg duelies
oy 2lssurbons -
u (Z/ZEMW a&waﬁviﬁm&mw M—%&afok'_\
 aud affond. thae Lead oftha said Goud™ Clo (Tenly W/Hfz/
O R D R busandack o Sl
p - S ] Mol zhess

Porotonetany).

gttt B o] ;

J, fmoyd&mwm Gagprics, ’@MM"?’WZ‘“
B, ool Pl odabpluc, 00 colifly (diak-s

G acotain a2 Dol s, s ons
0o el tubrended, aud 4ol Wu aﬁmot,/;w«; i bud ffrrimns
“ {rzl/& (el ouly) Y 2 Yot Lsarnds M‘Wﬁaup(_

o Forent, e MWLMAL a.d. /f37,

. ST oozl
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Oath of a Pennsylvania appointee in 1857:

O O

iﬁaﬁoﬁﬁw GQrana

Bz oty afg/%wma% #

: 1Be Lt [Bemembertd., Flat ow (s TivenZy vecnii
'da«/ofémmmyw ofpoun G ol one Lhowsand. egls fumdned and
iMW Befro e L FGousunalite iwzyc FHharawvod,, Issclnlt
Zud?ur[{i tho Dariel Gount g . Cug aud Gounly) of 17 filadel -
b, ona of Bt Conl ofH i of taid ARk of Pounoplrani,
/Wmﬂl/ appoarad [/Jsz/ Mactutlan of aaic Clyy audl
a.awidwg G(MMWMMLWMW Besu ap it
@d’& TBou.. Tamudd todary), &WML%MLMW&WMM
A—@oumwwuu.fm.wd J?)uu@q 43 tate. tho askimowtedgment aud_
‘/UU/WL wmcﬁ%mm ot conveyganes, o base off—
Luuj(a/mu Yuug willui said Joniliy, o of-amy contiact, Gloe
ogaa'wnwwwmww? wndon &&Q,ULMCF& s d_
and secmndtd i dasd Ioniloy , e wrndd wredd aud.
onoeilz aud profoim att u duliis of wucke Commiss wmn cude
it me&ﬂ, U—Z/tt&z chm sfmiunee (.

baud aua(ual,t%z difawd %em WM

wiillon .
Loy .//Z/[ff /Jd’fb‘
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Oath of a New York appointee in 1857:

St 1y Fiveo € _ |
: ﬂ /Z’mn ﬁmﬁ A .
M d//améé() Ly Ao émzwa/
Z"ff 4 ”Z“?;%WW
S wile il meedd /éwyf/;o/cyW |
veil firfotrn ale Ao ol 2 el
_&%M%MW/ MWM ?’%M
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Cover letter from B. Goff, an appointee residing in Massachusetts,
enclosing his oath and a $5.00 draft for the filing fee (the oath follows on
the next page).
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Oath of B. Goff in 1857:

Yoy ol
(oo o U 5t B, Lyt of Tl Do,
WW?/M% o folorsaty Star
et S v ey e
i e
Jlotwof m’%/d?

F
¢
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Here are two oaths taken after statehood.

Handwritten oath of appointee from Wisconsin in 1859:

% @.%;fvﬁ L Creticiicon # W Ut @ ot
- chacge e et f/r&‘a @‘//.vw { Crmermteions’ fo T
. Fats “f Denretslo . o ard ﬁyzﬁfz" émmz/?/ﬁf?@ffﬂ;

St f Vit eoin
Oihor J B, 4
,W?f if prmrr,y antl ,Qfa,dff%rﬂ-@ao ‘?f?*f;%wm
W zi‘“a/a, J @gmw A 1059,

/ /ﬂéb 7 Dtz
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By 1873 the oath of the newly appointed commissioner of deeds was on a
preprinted form that cited the various documents a commissioner could

acknowledge from the 1866 General Statutes (they had not changed since
1851).

residing wn the  X_.

a Commisslbner in and for the State of L

acknowledgement and proofs of the execution of aby deed or other conveyance, or lease of

f 1o iake the

any lands lying in the Slale of Minnesota, and of any confract, lelter of atforney, or any
other writing under seal or nof, fo be used or recorded theretn, admtwister oaths and
affirmations and take and certify depositions to be wsed in the said State of Minnesotn,
pursuant to Title II, of Chapter 72, of the General Statutes of Minnesota, do solemnly

- _that T will well and fuithfully execute and perform all the duties of such
commissioner under and by virtue of the laws of the said Siate of Minnesota; and further,

that the Jollowing is o frue tmpression of my seal of office, with my official signature as

such Commissioner.

Tmpression of Official Seal,

[ This oath was on legal size paper. The signatures of subscribing officials
are omitted. ]
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4. Oath of Office and Oath of Allegiance.

During the Civil War appointees were required to sign Oaths of Office and
Allegiance on preprinted forms. The completed forms that follow are
reduced.

OATH OF OFFICE.

State of . -/f%h«v :
County of a/{

resding in m%_ — jﬁﬁjwm i i D T BRAERBF

. Bppointed by the Governor of the Binte of Minnesota, n Commissioner

in and for the Btate of L.eé{ o B T s b s

exeention of any deed or other conveyance, or lease of auy lands lying in the State of Minnesots, nnd of any contract, leiter

to tike the aclknowledgament and proof of the

of attorney, or any other writing under seal or not to e ased or recorded therein, administer oaths and atirmations aﬁd take and
certify depositions to he used in the zaid State of Minnesota, pursnnnt to an act of the Legislature theveof, approved July

22, 1838, entitled “an sct relsting to the powers and duties of Commissioners appointed to tale the acknowledgment of

Deeds nnd other instrnments in writing, to he used in this S\Eabe," o solemanly .. m that T will

well and faithfully execute and perform all the duties of ench eommissioner under and by virtne of the laws of the said State

of Minnesota ; and further, that the following is a trne impression of my seal of office, with my officinl signature as such

Conumlssioner.

Subseribed and Sworn to before me ﬂ“g /;/Q-M
J‘H" : Zé -day of /;,57 e

A D, lEBi"—"

Official Signimrc‘

Impression of ofcial zeal.
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(OATIEI OF ALLEGIANCE.

State of,_ APeiat) o
County DfM-

residing in thé. ... C’”é- SR i | S

23,

EOP SRR |« i 1= (<1~ N §

. that I have never, vol-
untazily, horme avms against the United States since I have heem o citizen thersof ; that I have, voluntasily, given uo
aid, countenance, counsel, or ennnm'ﬂ:gmnem 10 persons engaged in armed hostility theretol; that I have neither sought nor
neeeptad, ncr- att'cmptcld -tu exerciee the functions of any office whatever nnder any anthority or pretended anthovity, in
hosﬁli;y to the Uuiﬁd States ; tll'.?nr.l hm'-e not yielded voluntary support to any pretended Government, ﬂ,uﬂm.r'i;}', powrer
ar annstif:uian within the Unit-::d States, hostile or inimicnl thereto, and thet I will support, protect and dc:u‘eud the

Constitntion and Government, of the United Stntes ogmanst all enemies, whether domestic or foreign, oand thot T will bear

true faith, ﬁiiegirmrée. and loyalty to the swme, any owdinance, Tesolmtion or law of any State, Convention or Legislature to the

i

§ A '
eontrary, notwithstanding ; A" Frntuen, that I do this with o full determination, pledge and parpose, without any
mental . Teservatlon or’ evasion whnm'm';. Axp Frwraee, that T will trmly and faithfally perform all the dotiee which

may be 1-aquimd of me by law. 5o help me God.

Subaoribed and Sworn to befove me this :i '/% M

i sty g

NoTE~The foregoing onths or aflrmations must be subsaibed snd taken before a Judge ord Clevk of one of the Courts of Record
of your State, ' '
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The following were completed by an Ohio appointee in 1866:

(OATH OF OFFICE.)

State of. O/f;zf‘m—

County of g Mrf ’/_ 2

A
5 %
mmﬁu@h 4 ettt of in the State of
e o appointed by the Governor of the State of Minnesots, a Commissioner

mmﬂforth&\mm‘eof

exacution of any deed or other conveyance, or lease of any lands lying in the State of Minnesots, and of sy contract, letter

to take the selmowledgement and proof of the

of attorney, or pay other writing under seal or not to be used or resorded therein, administar oaths and afirmations end take
and ensrtify depositions to be used in the said State of Minnesots, pursnant to an Act of the Legislature thereof, approved

Tuly 22, 1858, entitled  An’Aot relating to the powers and duties of Commissioners appointed to take the scknowledgement

of dgeds and othor instraments in writing, to ba used In this State,” do uﬁlemnly,_:; _dcf.gvf-ﬁ/?\\ e
that I-will well and faithfully excoute and perform all the dutics of sach commissioner under and by virtue of the laws of the
said State of Minnesota; and further, that the following is a true impreesion of my seal of offioe, with my official signature as

sach Commissioner,

._ FS“ ﬂﬂbo:i and Bworn o ; :5 ﬂ . .
fjﬁ/ff’ft /%’s%ﬁuc%/ T |

/ /l @%aé/f/y
«Cimfﬁéf@ 049% %mm.ﬁz:a)
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(OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.)

W
Btate of CZ{,{&

Connty af g QD/fﬁ e e:,{}/g;ﬁ’ e /
é—@bﬁé A, /35/ "‘\ i

regiding in tha (( -/ / of /éj auﬁ' e n’f»ﬁ‘ p c:: I ”'Fi{ﬂm State of

)]

do solemnly_ _é:---a’ﬂf« el that I have nover,

f
o ?.—.:f:~ fﬂ
i

voluntarily, bomlbn-a,mé against the United Atatos eince F have beem & cifizen-tRereof} (hat I hinve, voluntarily, given no aid,

countenance, counsel, or encouragement to persows engnged in armed hoetility thersto; that I have neilher sought ner
ascepted, nor sttempted to exercise the funetions of any office whatever uwder any authority or pretended suthority, in
. h;:stilltyto the ﬁnited Btates.; that T have not yielded vollunmy support to any prefended Government, anthority, power,
or conetitubion within the United States, hostile or intmienl- thevelr, and that I will smpport, protect and defend the
Constitution and Government of the United Btetes Bg‘ﬂinsi- !l enemics, whether demestic or foreign, and that I will Loar
true faith, allegiance and layalty to the rame, any ordinance, resclubion or law of any State, Convention or Legielatare to
the contrary, notwithstanding; Awp Frereek, that T do thia with a full datarminat&ﬂn, pladge and purpose, withont eny
mental peservation of evasion whatever; Awp Fumrmen, that I will truly and faithfully perform sll the duties which

: oy
may be required of me by law. So help me God.

day of

e i ///f;;; """ Zk  Ne——
' zf{ S zgf.z/ )

U ,,LJ»,% .1"81._»(‘7)54/ /'}LJﬁ?.'{J

7 T N
/7%:1 W? and Sworn to -Ag / Ek &&L/@%/}f}h“\

ROTE~Ths foragolng oaths or afirmations must be spbsceibed and talen beforo a Judge or a Clark of one of the Conets of He oo .
your Btate.

>\

£

N,
",

L
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5. Certificate of Appointment.

Each appointee was issued an official certificate of appointment. This is a
reduced copy of the certificate issued to Richard Harrison of New Orleans
by Governor Samuel Medary on May 1, 1857:

SABHRL, MBBARY, GOW L.@Z,W@éi OF SLHXD TRRBRETORY,
@o wll Yiunlﬁm %l@'&M see Tlese @mumﬁﬁ Guecting.

zﬁﬁﬂmﬁf @ tlat e Sz’ natid, tated and apfiginted, and by tese! focsents do o sestitate and ofpacit.. /ﬁ’c@@//gm .'

Q)| COMMISSIONER FOR THE TERRITORY OF MINNESOTA, rwides vZho. /é? MMW Lrbawa, W P S
Gy Lits 7
iy

|~ ol @ e et achucuddyment and pis ////y crcations of any dds or ol conseyance, o baseof an /.a,xf///yﬁum/ /C//ru.// on of any contact,
|| £4P of ate i ot ling, anden veal on nol, o &/ wsed ox wcanded i thes Derniiny, W purisancd of daw; doely giving and grantivg wnte diw ol and
|| wnpudio e powsers and au M) sail offfice! by Lasw belenging ox offietuiniing.

@o Babe wnd to Bold 0467 auid o, tyetlin wich 1! flcs, poofits und alvantaps o 4 same? &ebging.
N WITNESS WHBREDY, & st dircunts set my ("72*\/ ol ) Great Flad of ler Toniory of |0l
C//’mua/;/a//:;//u/a/@" Dow, thet Crat of. 5
P of o Lind onet towsmned iple Lo and..afor fols #rerense

&y i
/«, frird P of sy Fi of ! Vitd Slata off @nerin.
BY THE GOVERNOR,

[ KNOW YE, That we have nominated, constituted and appointed, and
by these presents to nominate, constitute and appoint Richard P. Harrison
COMMISSIONER FOR THE TERRITORY OF MINNESOTA, resident of the
City of New Orleans, Orleans Parish, Louisiana, to take the acknow-
ledgment and proof of the execution of any deeds or other conveyance, or
lease of any lands lying within the Territory of Minnesota, or of any
contract, letter of attorney, or any other writing, under seal or not, to be
used or accorded in this Territory, in pursuance of law; hereby giving and
granting him all and singular the powers and authorities to the said office
by law belonging or appertaining.

[ TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the office, together with the fees, profits and
advantages to the same belonging. ]
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6. Commissioners of Deeds in Boston Directory for the Year 1857.

Many commissioners of one state or territory were also commissioners of
other states. 7he Boston Directory for the Year 1857 lists deeds com-
missioners for thirty states and two territories (Minnesota and Washing-
ton) who resided in that city. Seven deeds commissioners for Minnesota
Territory are named and two — Charles B. F. Adams and George T. Angell
— were commissioners for twenty-nine other states. George T. Otis also
advertised his office in Minnesota territorial newspapers. There were 636
deeds commissioners listed that year, and the lists take up one and half
pages of The Directory. The sheer number of deeds commissioners in one
city, albeit a commercial hub, proves there was a demand for their

services.

COMMISSIONERS

Kesident in Boston, appointed by the authoritics of other States to take the acknowledgment
mdouwhmx,udaud,wum{mdcdhnﬁ States; and also to adwwinister eaths
depositions, to be read in their respective Courts.

4
H
L
T

ALABAMA.
Adams, Chas. B. F. Buck, Edward Healy, John P. 7. :
Angall, Georgs T. gm'h“j Lm ,__m’m. ADhi . mmmcm. B.¥ Mnfhm L Bendall, O 8-

] . arrier, Benj. H. Richardson, Geo. F. Carrier h’. Gog
Browae, Causten Gn-,ﬂhd E. ’ Austin, Ivers J.  Ely, Alfred B.

Adams, Chas. B. 7. Angel, George T.  Carrier, Benj. HL. g:o-e.cn-én Morse, Nathan ~ Webb, Seth, Jr.

CALIFORNIA.
Adams, Chss. B. F. Draper, J. W.  Randall, Otis G .
Angell, George T. Dyer, M., Jr. Rice, Geo. B. - ¥ Pond,
astin, Ivers J. Angell, George T. Chase, James M. Randall, Ods G.
Betes, Bomnal V. Baty aormowJr. Starp, Benet . [Ausun, Irees J. Curcer, Bouj. H. Riow, Go. .

B Robert I. . |Ball, Joak . :
ortior, B B B — Samuel W Eastmas, J. Sater, Hales W.

Austio, Ivers J.  Diyer, Micah, Jr.  Putoam, John P EENTUCKT.
golm, John A. a Il{ty. Bh. x.%o: Q. :M-,O. B. 1'.".l 'q-l;rdu-. Bnﬁi. H. Rasdall o&:‘ g
rowne, B ngell, George T. Alfred B. Richardsom,

X4 u&,"‘““mg““" Geo. F.|Austin, Ivers. Harlow, Thomas S. Saarp, Dantel j
Buckingbam,J. H. Hobbs, Wm. Jr. y Back, Edward ﬂoqh-h Thomton, J. W.
Burbank, Robert I. Holmes, John 8. Sater, Hales W.  (Buckingham, J. K. ‘
Cheever, Tracy P. Mayo, Smith, Wm. H. L. LOUTSIANA.

§ H. Nickerson, Jossph Thornton,J. W. (Adams, Cbas.B.¥. Ry, Alfred B Raodall, Ot G. |

DELAWARE. Andn'lé;l:hn L. Willam Rice, George B
Adams, Chas. B. F. Currier, Benj. H. Richardson, Geo. ¥ R P e e o R
Angell, George T. Randall, OtisG. - Buek l‘“l ".I George "0: EL

. FLORIDA. nwu.‘%.‘:' rJ. H. Nutter, Charies 0. Thoruton,J. W.
Angell Gmu"r " m‘l!mf Jl.iu. Rioe G;o.og e Ln.m i dog ph,’,’m . P
Auth', IversJ. Dexter, Thomas A. th, Wa. H. L. T— 5 -
Hoouns; S - Eavher Evetee £ Abbots, James A. Betton, Nisian O. Chandler, Chas. P.

OBORGIA. Adams, Chas. B. F. Bigslow, John P. Chandler, w.

Adams, Chas. B. F. Buck, Edward Randall, Otis @ Augustus 0. Blake, Bdward Clarke, Samuel 0.

Allen,
Avogell, Geo. T.  Ourrier, Benj. H. Rice, Geo E. Allen’ Chss
Bigelow, Prescott m,"l‘bo-. A. Richardson Geo. ¥. Fred.
ILLINOZS. 5 :
Adams, C.B.¥. Currier, H. Mayo, Charles Atkinson, Jacod, Bac! Edward W ‘
o J ? Dexter, 4

Angpll, Geo. T. Elv, Alfred . =
Auatin, Lvers J. | Jnob\-. W, Jr.  Randall, Otie G. ~_ |Baotield, Everect C.Barbeok, Robert 1. Dod o
Brooks, Francis A. Jackson, A.,Jr. hardson . F. . Bart, Wm. , Bibrldge ¢
Buckingham, J. 1I. Lynde, Alonso V. . m Ithamar W. Y
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IONERS. 4738

COMMISS

Ely, Alfred B. Koapp. Wm. Rollins, James W.
Eme:son, John W. Lynde, Alonso V. Rus¢, Aogustus
Fiske, Augu<tus . Maine, S«beus C. unger, Geo. P.
Fuller, H. Weld  Ma)o0, Charles. 8harp, Daniel
Giles, Alfred E. Moore, Edward N. S8mith, Wm. H. L.
Gray, Ebeneser, Nichols, Jon P. Stevens, Oliver
Hhnle, Georye S. Nickerson, Joseph Sarer. ilules W.

Harlow, Thomas S. Natter, Chas. C.  Thacher, Geo. M.
IHart, 8. Rowland Nutter. Thos. F.  Thorniike, 8. L.
Hayes, Prancis B. Ous. Bdmund B.  Thornton, J. W.
[laynes, lirory W. Parmenter, Wm. B Walker, Wm. L.
Hodgws, Edward F. Pnillipa, Thns. W. Washburn, Alex. C.
Jackson, Ab’h'm jr.Pike. Chaties B.  Waahbarn, Fred. L.
ll.rvg Pond, Benjamin ~ Watts, Prancis 0.
Joy, Alblon K. P. Randall, Ouis G. Wheelock, Peter 8.
Willard, Paul

Judd, C. P. Rice, George E.
Kettelle, Jacob Q. Richardson, Geo. F.Williamson, W. O.
Kingsbury, G. H.

MARYLAND.
Adams, Chas. B. F. Currler, Beuj. H. Ho Wm., Jr.
Aogell,Geo. T.  Ely, Alfred B. o, AbA
Austio, [versJ. Brery, Thomas C. Raudall, Otis G.
Ball, Joshua D. Fiske, Augustus H. Rice, George B.
Buckingham, J. H. Griggs, George Washburn, Fred. L.

MICHIGAN.
Adame, Ohas. R. ¥. Dickineon. Fred.W. Kingabury, Geo. H.
Augell, George T. Ely, Alfred B. Morton, Marcus, Jr.
Hobba, Wm., Jr. Randall, Ori« G.
B Francis A. Hubbard, Nath’l D. Richardson, Geo. F.
Buck, Eawand Johusou, lirury A. 3harp, Dauiel
Buusking! J. H. Kettelle, Jacob Q. Suter, Hales W.
Currler, H.

MINNESOTA.
Adams, Chas. B. F. Currier, B. (I. Otls, Rdmund B.
Angyll, George T. Dudley, Dean Rice, Gew. B.
Browne, Causten

MISSISSIPPI.

Adams, Chas. B. P. Jacksou, Ab’a’m, jr Richardson, Geo. F.

Angell, Geo. T. Randaill, Otis G.  Thacher. Ueo. M.
Ausin, Ivers JiL Rice, Geo. B. Thornton, J. W.
3 MISIOURL.

Aiams, Chas. B. F. Giles, Aifred E. Rice, Geo. E.
A geil, George T. Jnckson,Ab’h’m, jr.Rich wrdson, Geo. F.
Austin, Ivers J. Johoson, Heary A Sharp, Daniel
Bigrlow, Horatio Mayo, Charles &mith. Chauncey
Buckingham. J. H. Otis, Edmuod B. Woodmaa,
Curmner, Benj. H. Randall, Uus G.

NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Abbott, James A. Dow, Nathan T.  Mayo, Cbarles
A Chas. B. F. Dudiey, Eibridge G. Mussey. Li-ory W.

Albes, Samuver Dunckive, Mark F. Nash, Stephwn G.
Angell, George T. Dyer, Micah, Jr.  Nickerson, Jossph
Austin,Ivers J.  Eastwan, Josephus Nutter, Charles C.
Ayres, Phincas Ely, Alfred B. Nutwr, Thomas F.
Barnes, Isaac0.  Ewerson, Johu W. Pacrker, Henry M.
Bates, Samuel W. Fiskeo, Augustas H. Peirce, Roger N.
Beard, Ithamsar W. Gilchrist, Dan’l 8. Pike, Chatles K.
Bigelow. John P.  Hale, George 3. Pluwer, Willlam
Bolle«, John A. tlayes, Francis B. Pond, Beunjania

Bueun?un..l. H. Havoes. lienry W. Price, E. Sewall
Burbaok Robert 1. Haseltou. lorace L. Randall, Otis G.
Butler, Benjamin Heuly, Joha P. Richardson, Geo. F.
Butters, Willlam Hobbs, Wm., Jr.  Kogers, William
Chuse, James M. Huhbard, Nath’l D. Sharp, Daniel
Churehtil, Jos. M. Hutchins, lorace G.8mith, Ww. H. L.
Clarke, Sam'l G.  Jewoll, Hurve, Tnacher, George M.
Currier, Benj. H. Joy, Albion K. P.

Dan:, Edward A. Lynde, Alonzo V. Tattle, Charles W.

Dexter,Thomas A. Mason, David lI.  Whesler, A. P.
NEW JERSEY.
Adams, Chas. B. ¥. Bol'es, John A.  Phillips, George W.
Angell, Geo. T. Currier, Benj. H. Randall, Otis 4.
NEW MEXICO.
Adams, Chas. B. F. Angell, Geo. T. Rice, George E.
NEW YORK.

Adams, Chas. B. F. Currier, B. II. Palfrey, Franeis W.
Peurvon, Eliphalet

Angell, George T. Demond, Churles

Avery, Edward Freucn. Asa Randall, O'ls G.
lotles, Johan A. Hlale, Geo. 8. Swith, \bm. . L.
Buckingham, J. H. Lothrop. T K. Watts, Francws 0.
Churcuill, Jos. M. MNucter, Chas. 0. ]

NOKTO OAROLINA.
Adims, Chas. B. P. Buckingham. J. LI, Rice, Geo. E.
Angoll, George T.  Currier, Benj. H.  Richarison, Geo. F.
Austin, IversJ.  Randall, Otis G. Thorntou,J. W.

Jaskson, Ab’h’m, jr. [Ball

ORI,

Adame, Chas, B. F. Demond, Charles Palfrey, Francis W.

Angell, George T. Exan, Jumes Prker, Franels E.
Ausntin, Ivers J.  Ely. Alfred B. Parker, Henry M.
Ball, Joshua D. Gray, Horace, Jr. Pond, Renjumin
Bates, 8am’l W. Hayward. Charles Randall. Otis G.
Holles, John A.  Hnhbs, Wm., Jr. Kanney, Ambe'se A
Rrowoe, Causten Hodgen, Bdiward F. Rhv, Grorge E

Buok, Edward Johnson, Henrv A. Richard«n. Geo. F.
Ruckingham, J. IT. Lyode, Alonzo V. Sharp, Daniel
Burhank, Robert 1. Masou, David H.  Thornton, J. W.
Choate. Fred. W. Muss#v, llenry W. Webb, Seth, Jr.
Churchill, Jos. M. Otis, Edmund B. Wheslock, Peter 8.
Currier, Ben,

OREGON.
Adams, Chas. B. F. Angell, Geo. T.
PENNSYLVANIA.

Adams, Chas. B. F. Currier, Benj. H. Prince, Frederic 0.
Angell, Georze T. Dana, Chas. F.  Randail, Otis G.
Austin, TveraJ.  Dexter, Thomas A. Rice, Geo. E.

Joshaa D Dy d, Charles Richardson, Geo. F.

] . "
Bulles, John A.  Ely, Alfred B. Rollins, James W.
Back, Edward T Edward F. Story, Issac
Buckiogham, J. H. Hub , Nath"l D. 8tory, Wm. W.
Burbaunk, Robert I. Morton, Marcus, Jr Suter, [ales W.
Chase, Jumes M.  Nuiter, Charles C. Thoraton,J. W.

RHODE ISLAND. z
Adama, Chas. B. ¥. Dexter, Wiliiam S. Randall, Otis G.
Ames, Isaac Qriges, George Ricr, George E.
Angell, George T. Harlow, Thor. 8.  Richardeon, Geo. I.
Auetin, IversJ.  Hilliard, William Danlel
B oom, O. 8. Hobbs, Wm., Jr. 8haw, Lemuel, Jr.
Bolls, John'A.  Jacksnn,Ab’h’m Jr.Suther, Lisles W.

Browne, Cau-ten Jud+won, Walter H. Washburn, Alex. C.
Buck, Edward Keith, James M. Webb, Seth, Jr.
Ruckingham, J. . M.yo, Charles Wheelock, Peter 8.
= . H. Perkins, David
SOUTH CAROLINA.

Adams, Chas. B. F. Eqan, Jaues Hilliard, Willlam

Angell, (Jeo. T. Euy, Alfred B. Kandall, Otis G.
Ba'es, Samuel W. Gray, Liorace,Jr. Rice, George B.
Currier Benj. 1I. Griggs, George,  Richardson, Geo. F.
Dexter, Thomas A.
TENNESSEE.

Adams, Chax. B. F. Browne, Crusten  Randall, Otis G.
Aogell George T. Buckingham, J. H. Richard<on, Geo. P.
Aurtin, IversJ. Currier, Benj. 1I. Thacher, Geo. M.
Bigolow, Geo. T.  Otis, Edmuud B. Thornton,d. W.

TEXAS.
Adams, Chas. B, F. Bucki , J. . Hodges, Bdward F.
Angrll, Geo. T. Cooke, 5 Randali, Otls G.
Aspiuwall, Wm. Currier, Benj. y . ¥
Dx.lq, Francis  Hale, Ueo. 8.

UTAK.

Adams, Chss. B. F. Angell, George T.

VERMORT.
Adams, Chas. B. ¥. Grij George Ranney,Ambrose A.
Avogell, Geo. T. mmw 8. Rice, George E.
bee Sumuer, HBaves, Francis B. Richardson, Geo. F.
Austin, IversJ.  Hobbs, Wm., Jr. Richardson, Nath’l
Bates, Samuel W. Lodges, Edward F. 3mith, Chauocey

Bigelow, John P. Hubbard, Jodish W.Smith, Wm. L. L.
les, John A.  Hutchings, H. C. Suter, Hales W.
Buckingham, J. II. Jewell, U irve; Thoruton, J. W.
Burbauk, Robert 1. Kelch, Jamon Wheelock, Poter 8.
Burke Albert G. Mawn, Lyaan ‘Wakeflvid, Thos L.
Dunx, Charles F. FPond, Benjemin  Walliogton, iliram
Ely, Alfred B.  Bandall, Otis @.  Webb, derh, Jr.
Willard, Paul
VIRGINIA.
:ngnll omgo"'r" Hule, u'np“‘s Rice G.BO-: Iy
Austio, IversJ.  Hobbs, Wiw., Jr.  Richardeon, Geo. F.
Bollen, John A. _ Jacksou, Ab'h'm, jr.Thernton. J. W.

Buckingham, J. II. Otis, Edmund B. Tilton, Warren
Churchill, Jos. M. Pona, Beojamin
WASHINGTON flligl‘ﬂl?.

Rice, George K. tevens, Oliver.

WIBCOXSIN.
Adams, Chas. B. P.Codman, Robert  Plimpton, Silas¥.
Angell, George T. Currier, Benj. H. Ben,
Austin, lvers J. Kaadall, Utis G.

Duoforth, Joaan C.
Ball, Joshus D.  Ilarris. George S. Rlioe, Grorge E.
Brovks, Fraoeis A. llubbard, Nath’I D. Richardson, Geo. F.
Browne, Caust-n  Johns<ou, eary A. Sharp, Duniel
Burbank. I‘ob;rl-l{- Il.‘ynde, ‘Ah-vlﬂ ‘\\5‘:.:%‘:‘ AJlex. C.
Buckingham, J. ayo, Char 'ebb, T.

4 Parker, E. Wood.nn,hnnﬂo
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7.

Business cards of Minnesota lawyers who were commissioners of
deeds for other states.

Minnesota lawyers became commissioners of deeds of other states. In
their business cards published in territorial newspapers, they listed their
commissionerships: Here are sixteen examples: *

_— gl P e s e s s B W PR T e ek St T - -

CHARLES J. HENNISS,
Atterney and Ceuniclior at Lawy

NOTARY PUBLIC, AXP COMMISSIONER
FOR PENNSYEWANIA, -

. Ofomt Messrd: J. Ramdall & Co's Btore Low-
er ding.

!

GECRGE F. CHESTER,

AKD NOTARY PUBLIC.

Stillwater, Minnesota Territory.
Commissioner for the States of Maine, Massa-
chugetts, Connecticut, New York, Ohio, Wiscon-
an, &, _z1-1y

Paul, April 29th 1851, 211y

Attorney and Counselior at Law,

36

Henniss & Chester : Minnesota Democrat, May 13, 1851, at 3.
Phillips: Minnesota Democrat, July 29, 1851, at 1.

Murray: Minnesota Democrat, July 29, 1851, at 1.

Dodd: Saint Peter Courier, June 21, 1855, at 3.

Otis: The Daily Minnesotian, June 28, 1856, at 1.

Whitlock: Saint Peter Courier, March 4, 1857, at 4.

Simons: Saint Peter Courier, March 4, 1857, at 4.

McCarthy: Saint Peter Courier, August 14, 1857, at 4.

Hall: Daily Minnesotian (St. Paul), November 23, 1857, at 5.
Tourtellotte: Mankato Independent, April 10, 1858, at 1.
Scofield: St. Cloud Visitor, May 27, 1858, at 3.

Everest: Mower County Mirror (Austin), November 4, 1858, at 1.
Keys, Winona Argus, May 14, 1857, at 3.

Willard, Mankato Weekly Independent, April 10, 1858, at 4.
Bruner, Mankato Weekly Independent, April 10, 1858, at 1.
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‘ .- W. . PHILLEPS. |
',A'I‘TORNEY ‘at Law, No Pu_]ilic, Land

3P\ .4rent and-Commissioner|for takipg deposi-
‘tions and the . acknéwledgment) of deeis for the
,#tates of Jowa, 1llinois, Indigna, Missourl and

?'(' isconsin. « Persons lﬂ: the States. who have ob-

tained Land T¥arrants under the act of Congress
-aproyed Sepleinber 28,1851, cpn have . the same |
.,locaaeil in Minyesota, .by. forwarding a power -of
datorney and thé warrant to Wi D. Rhillps.
. “-Officefhear the Aniciican Hofel. - l

-+ St. Paul, March 4, 1851.—13tf. 1

‘WM. P. MURRAY,
Attorney at Law and Notary Public. -
Also, Commissioner to administer oaths,
take depositions, and the proof and ac-
knowledgement of deeds, or other instru-

ments to be used in the States of Ohio, In-

diana and Kentucky. |
Office on Third Street, St. Paul.
Dec. 10, 1850.. tf.

... WILLIAM B. DODD,. . .
Notary Public. aénd: etmféwiasim’irr. of Deeds,

For' Nigollot ‘county.!: Lands Located,:De-|
! .'C_.Iul.ﬂ‘ory stdtements mi ider and filed; informa-
{ tinn igiven in tegard to pre.emptinig and -énter~
{inglands; claims: selected ,and ‘information
|miven of local jtie§ Lo pepsons wishing to settle:
| For.al]l .bosiness not gafisfactorily done, ne

charge made'i--__,_ L ; . - .. Feb 15-¢f -

EDMUND B. OTIS,
Attorner amd Connsellor of Tow,

No. 1, Dexonshire street, Boston, Mass.

Commissioner for Maine, Virginia, Dhio, Tennegsee, Mis
souri and Minnesota.
. April 15, 1854 1v3] e
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%ﬁ “F. 3. WHITLOCK,

/Conncillor at Law,lhofary Pnbhc,;a d Com-,

missioner of Deeds, Beﬂa ‘Plainé; M. T.}

'Civil Engineering

Surveying - m all its -

: branches ‘Claims am _ed and iocated, and any

‘information given in re

Claim- iawd‘b’y the nndm.‘s'

to Pxe—e-m#non and’

°F: 3. .wmzriocx,
E:P. BERRAY.

Dec.18-tf 1_“

; RF PU LIC, '
issiprer forithe 8 ltol-of
.e__ltlsylvanla
bl il for the .
| LIFE IJ]VSU NCE CO.,

Ll .+ v +7$200,000.
to hls care ;
_cs*nt'th ﬂo_'l - noAL e

E

: 171'

Indianu.

' Chaster Perpetual.
lll pe prompt-

JOHN McGARTllY

Attoraey and Councillor at Law

Commissioner for California, New - York, Penn-
sylvania, Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin. Office in

Oct. 7,1856. ° TRAVERSE DES SIOUX.

WM. SPRIGG HALL,

Atjorney and Counsellor at Law, and Commis-
sioner for Maryland.
OFFICE Corner Third & Wabashaw Streets, apposite
the Post Qitice, St. Paul. Feb 28
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~ .J. E. TOURTELLOTTE,

TTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW

Notary Public and Commissioner of Deeds. |

Office nearly opposite the Mankato Houso,
Mankato, Minnesota. : — 1-26

| A. SCOFIELD, 1
i..IUS'i'I('.:E OF THE PEACE |

AND
Commissioner of Deeds for Wisconsm.

AARON 8. EVEREST

_f ,Cuuu.seloa a&Law & Solcmto»r an Cl /ccmcery,
S ‘-1?\1.') VOT*JRY PCBLIC
~C’mkmwa;o—nrr of Deeds f'o'r Iowa" ”\fcw }or/r
: % a,n,d Wm,onsrn 3

:}Partxcular antenuon ‘given to Collbct,ione nnd
‘Conveyarrcing. " Land Warrants- loc‘mted Land

bought and ::old Titles’ annnued and Taxes

pmd for Non- I\bcldents
Octobefr "Sth. 1898

JOHN

LAtt ney and C
onLa?rrd and C'

NOTAR.

yunsellor at Law,
lecting Agent,

PUBLI
peds of the State of Wis-

CBH“‘I n. i

- and Commissioner of I |
i
ﬁrnl' wwoﬂn M. T.

\
e m e m  ————

()ﬁu‘g at ins reulde:

'

i T
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o JOAN A WLEARD,

g P-%ava!
SELLO T 2w 'f-’.e'ﬂ"

KOTARY PUBLIG, - ' ' ¢

| 1 vAND DEALEMIN -
Renl Estate and Land Wn’rrams. |
OMMISSIONER of deeds. for New  Yorl,
Pennsylvania, Musachusetts, Conneetieut,

Iowa and Wisconsin,
HANEATO ¢ - - . “ Iﬂlﬂm

Particular attention paid to dollecting debta,
conveyancing, loaning, and investing mone
land Pre-emption business, &e. at
times on hand, for sale, a large amount of Farm-
ing and Timbered Lands in this section of the
Territory, and Town Property in most of 'the
principal Towns in the Ternto

All letters of mqu:ry, or hunneua entruatad
tohis gare will receive p-mmpt. and faithful at-

tention.
June 6, 1857. 1=l ly

L.D. BRUNE
OTARY PUBLIC, |
AND -

Comniissioner of Deeds forlthe Slat‘as _'E

] | -!

0h10 \nrglr.m ‘-Iur)land Dehma.teland Ilhqmn

Office on Fﬂmt Street
MANKATO © - - INVESO%A\
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Commissioners of deeds for other states who resided in Minnesota were
listed in local business directories. Only two are named in Campbell’'s St
Paul City Directory for 1875:

BOOKS, STATIOCNERY, PICTIRES, S&cC.,
At DUVDLEY*S IOOK STORE, 15 E. Third.

COM 444 DRE
Morrison, Schatte & Gract, 57 Jack- | Sherwood George W. 52 Mionesota
CL N i Summers Joho, Fifth bet. Exchange
Newcomb Charles B. & (o, 52 E, aod Fort.
Third. | Wolke Bros. College ay. cor. Tenth
Haymond C. L. & Co. 121 E. Sev-

entlh.
VAN SLYEE W. A. & CO.

Contractors, Raliroad.
DeGraff & Co. 56 E. Third.

!
i
40 Bibley. | Mlerrinm & Wilder, room 1, 100
E ¢
Commissloners of Deeds. I it R
Lewis Joseph, (Fepnaylvanla and | DR
Mew York.) 56 W. Thind. | Erhi}gs «l;-;elfl? m?@"ﬁt‘ -
PA_REGES w_ J._ raber cholasg, ale.
. #Schon C'harcles, 90 Uak.
(tor New York,) 37 Wabasha. Youngs H, C. 58 E. Foarth.
Confestlonery and Fruit. Coppersmiths.
Herglond J. 8. Mrs, 194 E. Beventh. Boon, H. 87 E, Sixth.
irnes 3. b. 96 Wabasha. Northiwestern Copper and Brass
Conoolly Thomson, 191 E. Seventh. Jnglrwzin. : e, propr.

Connot Alfred, 20 VW_ "I"hird.
Covpney Patrick. 141 St. Peter.
"orr Cuthearine Mrs. 42 E. Fourth.
Defranchy W. & Blississippi.
Doyle John Mrs. 49 W. Sixth.
Egbers J. B. 22 W. Third.
Epgelbracht “I'. 400 Mississippl.
Errem Hermuni. 6l St Feler.
Fembe F. M. 4 Allesis<ippl.
Greorge Charles, &3 Jackson
Gould W. Mrs. 120 Wabaska.
Havchmienn . 164 E. Seventh.
Heck Jacoh. 07 E. seventh.
Kelly I'. 142 Bt Peter.
Laoberg P. A 1334 E. Seventh,.
Mcelronakd James, 114 W. Third.
Moseer J. F. Mre, 464 Jacksoo.
FeckJ. #. Mrs. 58 Hohert.
Fenpteld O, Ir. 42 Juacksou.
Travi=s 1. F. 173 Broadway.
Tripp R. 5. 80 Jackson.
Wehmeier Frod., &3 Brodiey.
Whitcomb Frank, 64 E. Seventh,
Wiektﬁru.heirm M. Mrs, 134 E. Sev-
enth.

Confectionery Mannfactarers.,

Little & Berrisfords, 58 FE. Fifth.
MoManus T. 8, & Uo. 21 E. Third.
Miner & McCuarthy. 38 Sibley.

Bturm Luke, 48 Robeart.

Cracker Manufacturers.
Berrisford, E. I. 65 E. Fifth.

Crockery, ©tholesale & Refall,

CRAIG & LARKIN,
6 . Third.

Pollock, Donuldson & Ogden, 8i E.
T hird.

Cotlers apd Grinders.
Franke C. 12 Wubasha.

Dentists.

Beecher 5. A. 8 E. Third.

Bryant JJ. H. Seventh cor. Jackson,

Dy MooDtreville O B8 W, “I'hird.

Konautz C. F. 0§ Wabasha.

Lawton George 0. Ingersoll Blk.

Lyoo L. W. 51 W. Third.

Merritt Charles E. Moore's Block,
Saven Cornera.

Patterson M. B. 7 W. Third.

FPacterson K. H. 1164 Jackson.

Price Id. O, 8 W. Thicd.

Simonton T. I). 18 Wabesha.

Upham A. T. 127 E. Ssventh.

Iress Makers, -

(e U :t:n:hun: Revord.) Gt s
i W : Andrews M, A. & Fanoy, 127 E.
Contractors. Seventh.

[Sew alsn Curpeniers ond Builders.)
Leonard & Seeger, 145 Jackson.
SHEIRE 3. & BRO.

146 E. Fifth bet. Sibley ond Wa-
kouta.

_Bolder Lena Mrs. 280 E. Seventh.

Brimley E. Mrs. 28 Juck=on.

Buell Heory Mrs. 63 RHobert.

Cody E. M. Mrs. 221 Hobert.

Limpuois L. Miss, Sixth oy, Mione-
BOLH.
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William J. Parsons, on Campbell’'s St. Paul City Directory, also placed his
business card with a notice of his New York Commissionership in the St.
Paul Daily Globe, January 22, 1878, at 4:

ATTORNEYS:

WM. J. PARSONS,

_Attorney st Law and Commiseioner of Deeds for
New Yeork, 81 E. 3d Bt., 8¢. Paul. Minn. +33-3p
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8. Request for re-appointment when commissioner relocates.

Joseph B. Braman, a Minnesota commissioner in Boston, moved to New
York in 1883 and requested Governor Hubbard re-appoint him a
commissioner in that state. He enclosed a recommendation from New
York Governor Grover Cleveland. The annual report of the Secretary of
State of Minnesota for the fiscal year ending July 31, 1885, lists his
appointment on April 24, 1883.
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Braman was appointed to another term as a Commissioner of Deeds of
Minnesota on April 14, 1886 and again on September 14, 1888, by
Governor McGill. By this time he was a “commissioner of every state.”
He was also a notary. It was not uncommon for a commissioner to also be
a notary—and a lawyer besides. This ad is substantially reduced:

JOSEPH B. BRAMAN,

ATTORNEY, PASSEORT AGENT, NOTARY PUBLIC AND
l}umm'sslﬂmar of Deeds for Every State, Tenitary, Provinces, Etc.

BEEE R PR BRI A
e 1mpr,mmmuunmmnm B FOE EaclL

HEW YORK CITY OFFICES, PELEFEME Galls

120 BRUADWAY—EQUITABLE BUILDING(Srisssnosssey) "JONK B0°

1210 BROADWAT—Opp. 830 SE. L, SLation(icy 275 i) “38th St 508,

Carlg v weeas Sy and mightt fo #o Ervbs, ¥oee and Kesidemans i ar oot of CIfy.

FOR EVERY STATE & COUNTRY !

Deposltlons Taien, Affidavits Tuken, Borporatiens Formed,

BQUTTARER BOILIEG, 130 DEROWEWAY, . T,

Uptouit Fronth and Residennd, Deeds sckhnewiaged MIning Blanksy & Tithes feurobed.
1T B WAT, i 33 & L Bia Claime Frowa, Passports Obtaized.  Gollections buds
g ' WIS Made Deeds, &c. Dvn. All Law Matters

D and Might-Favar Clonad),
Toleghme Cell * 3th E.IHIE."

Dulles ke, He, (WEL (e
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A move within the boroughs of New York City prompted this letter.

JAMES H. BEMINGTON, BANDFORD B. TEN EYCK, RIOHARD H, LANE, -"I'
FREGIDBRT. Vi0E- PRESILENT, BEexETARY.

United Stateg Taw Rggodiation,

271 BROADWAY,

et %/ 3&&%;1’070"9‘?2
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Y P A MM mew/

Request granted. He likely was reappointed in 1882. The annual report of
the Minnesota Secretary of State for the fiscal year ending July 31, 1885,
lists Vincent Rosemon, a resident in Brooklyn, serving as commissioner by
an appointment dated May 2, 1884.
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9. Resignation letter to the governor:
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Notation on back of resignation
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10. Secretary’s ledger of Territorial Governor Ramsey’s appointments of
commissioners and notaries as of July 13, 1851.

The territorial secretary kept a ledger of gubernatorial appointments.
This is a page (reduced) from the journal of Secretary Charles K. Smith
listing Governor Ramsey’s appointments as of July 13, 1851, of twenty-two
Commissioners of Deeds, one Justice of the Peace and four Notaries

Public:
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11. Confirmation by the Senate of the Governor’s appointments of
Notaries Public in 2015. By this time the number of notaries who had been
appointed was so large that the confirmation process was shortened.
They were confirmed en masse.

Excerpts from the Senate Journal of the 89th Legislature:

March 30,2015

The Honorable Sandra L. Pappas
President of the Senate

Dear Senator Pappas:

The enclosed Notaries Public for 2014 are hereby respectfully submitted to the Senate for
confirmation as required by Article V, Section 3 of the Minnesota Constitution. i

Sincerely,
Mark Dayton, Governor

3278 JOURNAL OF THE SENATE [54TH DAY |

* 'CONFIRMATION

Senator Latz moved that the appointment of notaries piblic, received Aptil 7, 2015, be taken |
from the table. The motion prevailed. [+ gt

Senator Latz moved that the Senate do now consent to and confirm the a?ipﬁomunents of the
notaries public. t : j &

The motion prevailed. So the appointments were confirmed.

Top: Letter from the Governor, Journal of the Senate, April 7, 2015, at
1403.

Bottom: Confirmation, Journal of the Senate, May 5, 2015, at 3278.

65



12.

Table 1
Commissioners of Deeds
of Minnesota in other states

Year Number
1862 150

There were 150 commissioners in other states according to
the report of the Secretary of State for the fiscal year 1862.
The report listed the commissioners’ names, residence, date
of appointment and date his oath of office was filed. Terms
were not limited at this time.

1868 182

There were 182 commissioners in 29 jurisdictions (28 states
and the Colorado Territory). There were 54 commissioners in
New York State, 3 in lowa and 8 in Wisconsin.

1872 129

On January 1, 1872, there were 129 commissioners in 28
jurisdictions (27 states and Dakota Territory). There were 44
commissioners residing in New York State, 2 in Wisconsin.
There were commissioners in former Confederate States:
Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi and South
Carolina

1874 129

On January 1, 1874, there were 129 commissioners holding
two year terms in 25 jurisdictions (24 states and Dakota
Territory). There were 48 commissioners in New York State,
3 in Wisconsin.

1875 104
On January 1, 1875, there were 104 commissioners in 21

jurisdictions: 20 states and France. New York had 42 while 1
resided in Wisconsin.
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1876 89

On December 1, 1876, there were 89 commissioners in 21
jurisdictions: 17 states, | each in the District of Columbia, the
Arizona Territory, France and England. New York State had
36 commissioners, 1 each in lowa and Wisconsin.

1878 62

On December 1, 1878, there were 62 commissioners for 16
jurisdiction: 15 states and the District of Columbia. There was
1 commissioner in Wisconsin, 24 in New York State.

1882 95

On December 1, 1882 there were 95 commissioners in 20
jurisdictions, 19 states and the District of Columbia. There
were 38 commissioners residing in New York State.

1885 83

On July 31, 1885, there were 88 commissioners in 20
jurisdictions: 17 states, | each in the District of Columbia,
Sidney, Australia and London, England. New York State had
32 Minnesota commissioners, Wisconsin 1.

1886 74

On July 31, 1886, there were 74 commissioners in 20
jurisdictions: 17 states, the District of Columbia (2), Australia
(1), and England(1). There were 22 commissioners residing in
New York State.

1888 7

On August 1, 1888, there were 71 Commissioners, each
having a 3 year term, residing in 17 jurisdictions: 14 states,
the District of Columbia (3), Canada (1) and England (2).

1890 83

On August 1, 1890, there were 83 commissioners in 21
jurisdictions: 15 states, the District of Columbia (3), Montreal,
Canada (1), England (2) and 1 in Paris, France. There were
29 commissioners inNew York State,
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1892 85

On August 1, 1892, there were 85 commissioners holding 3
year terms in 19 jurisdictions: 17 states, the District of
Columbia and England. There were 29 Commissioners in
New York State.

1894 78

On August 1, 1894, there were 78 commissioners
representing 18 jurisdictions: 15 states, the District of
Columbia (3), Canada (1) and England (5).

1896 67

On August 1, 1896, there were 67 commissioners residing in
Minnesota who represented 15 jurisdictions: 12 states, the
District of Columbia (2), Canada (1) and England (4).

1898 59

On August 1, 1898, there were 59 commissioners for 13
jurisdictions: 10 states, the District of Columbia (4), Canada
(2) and England (2).

1900 52

On August 1, 1900, there were 52 commissioners in 16
jurisdictions: 11 states, Alaska Territory (1), the District of
Columbia (1), Canada (1) Cuba (1) and England (2).

1902 50

On July 31, 1902, there were 50 commissioners residing in 16
jurisdictions (14 states, Cuba (1) and London, England (2)).
There were 19 commissioners in New York State.

1904 34

In August 1, 1904, there were 34 commissioners residing in 9
jurisdictions: 7 states, the District of Columbia (1) and
England (2). There were 13 commissioners in New York
State.
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1906 32

On August 1, 1906, there were 32 commissioners in 9
jurisdictions: 7 states, the District of Columbia (2) and
London, England (2). There were 11 commissioners in New
York State.

1908 21

On August 1, 1908, there were 21 commissioners in 7
jurisdictions: 5 states (18), London, England (2) and | in
Edinburgh, Scotland.

1909 19

In 1909 there were 19 commissioners, each holding a 3 year
appointment, in 8 jurisdictions: 6 states, the District of
Columbia and England. There were 7 commissioners in New
York State, 1 in the District of Columbia and 2 in London,
England.

—()—

Table 2
Commissioners of Deeds for
other states residing in Minnesota

Year Number
1881 44

In 1881 there were 31 states and the Dakota Territory
represented. Frank H. Carleton was a commissioner for 27
states and Dakota Territory.

1882 37
In 1882, there were 36 states and the Dakota Territory

represented. Frank H. Carlton was a commissioner for 23
states and the Dakota Territory.
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1885 40

On July 31, 1885, there were 40 commissioners in 24
jurisdictions: 22 states and the Dakota and Washington
Territories. Frank Carleton of Minneapolis represented 16
states and the two territories.

1886 45

In 1886 there were 24 states and 2 territories (Dakota &
Washington) represented. Three men predominated: Frank
H. Carleton was a commissioner for 17 states while |. N.
Cardozo and Robert R. Odell were commissioners for 8.

1888 29

On August 1, 1888, there were 29 commissioners
representing 18 states. Frank Carleton of Minneapolis was
the commissioner of deeds for 6 states while Robert R. Odell,
also of Minneapolis, represented 9 states.

1890 28

On August 1, 1890, 18 states had commissioners in
Minnesota. There were 28 commissioners. Robert R. Odell
represented 11 states while Frank H. Carleton represented 2.

In the 1890s the numbers of states that had commissioners in
Minnesota fluctuated. The most likely explanations is that
several Minnesota residents became commissioners for many
states but after a few years their commissions expired and
they did not renew them.

1892 21

On August 1, 1892, there were 21 commissioners repre-
senting 14 states. Frank H. Carleton represented 3 states and
R. R. Odell represented 5.

1894 17
On August 1, 1894, 12 states had commissioners residing in

Minnesota. Robert R. Odell was commissioner for 6 states,
Frank Carleton for 2.
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1896 24

On August 1, 1896, 24 states had commissioners residing in
Minnesota. Of these A. F. Sweetser of Minneapolis
represented 22 states (all except Florida and Georgia).

1898 47

On August 1, 1898, 26 states had commissioners residing in
Minnesota. Albert F. Sweetser was commissioner for 23
states and Robert R. Odell represented 7 states.

1900 25

On August 1, 1900 there were 25 commissioners
representing 14 states. Robert R. Odell of Minneapolis was
a commissioner for 4 states while Albert F. Sweetser, also
of Minneapolis, represented 9 states.

1902 14

On August 1, 1902, there were 14 commissioners of other
states residing in Minnesota. Robert R. Odell of Minneapolis
represented New York State and Pennsylvania while A. F.
Sweetser represented Missouri and New York State.

1904 8

On August 1, 1904, there were 7 commissioners representing
5 jurisdictions. Robert Odell was a commissioner for 2 states,
Albert F. Sweetser 1 state.

1906 7
On August 1, 1906, there were 7 commissioners residing in
Minnesota who represented 5 states.

The Secretary of State did not publish a list of
commissioners from other states residing in Minnesota
in his biennial reports after 1906.

—()—
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Table 3 (Example of Secretary of States Report)

Annual Report of Secretary of State for fiscal year ending August 1, 1890.

188 ANNUAL REPORT

LIST OF OOMMISSIONERS

For the State of Minnesota, to take acknowledgmenls, eic., in Commission
August 1, 1890,

APPOINTED FOR THEREE YEARS.

REBIDENCE.
DATE OF
NANME. RESIDENT IN CALIFORNIA. APPOINTHMENT
Craig, Lee D...............8an Francisco........... +....Octs 5, 1887
Mills, James E.............Sacramento........ccciveananens QOct. b, 1888

Ksns‘- Jnmes L!l+.l| lltlil‘san anc]miii s e -r!-'!ll'Febl 11' lm
Merwin, A. H..............Los Angeles. ..................Nov. 16, 1889

RESBIDENT IN COLORADO.

Sahlgaard, Hjalmar R...... Denver....eovvevriennnnaresa...Feb, 17, 1890
RESIDENT IN connmmu-r
Taintor, Henry B.......... Hartford....... ...co0h ciuiinnn Dec. 1, 1887
Hotchk{ss, Ro rtL .....New Haven....... e ase May 27, 1880
EESIDENT IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

Beall, John B..e.vvuvnanns Washington. ..o v vvireeeannns June 7, 18%

Bundy,Charles S.......... Washington.................... July 26, 1880

Moffett, Wm. W........... Washington.........coovvnvennn. June 30, 1890
RESIDENT IN CANADA.

Duff, Joho M. M........... Montreal........................Oct, 11, 1887
RESIDENT IN ENGLAND.

Pennington, Thos. Bobert Liverpool. .....ocvnveineninnnnn March 28, 1888

Heales, Alfred.. .Londom ...oociiviiiiniinn, ... May 28, 1800

mmm-r IN FRANCE.
Valois, Arthur E..........Parils.. ........ciivveveenaa. . Aug. 21, 1888
nnummrr IN ILLINOIS.

Crandon, Frank P......... Chicago......covvsrvsenren.....Sept. 10, 1888

Hﬂyne D AR Chicago.......ocoeivannnns .....Nov. 10, 1888

ing,é‘.ime{m W.... (H:.icagol!smh 10, 1880

Hewetson, M.......... weesChicago. covvveeiviieeiian .., July 18, 1800
RESIDENT IN KEHTUUKY

Slucky, Harry.... .esr0se...Loulsville,.......c.00inas . ... April 9, 1888
RESIDENT IN LOUISIANA,

Soniat, Meloney C. ......... New Orleans... ...............April 13, 1888
Eustla, John G..ovvvinnnns New Orleans........oovvneianns July 20, 1889
RESIDENT IN MARYLAND,

Ba.rt.lat.t., jr.,.J. Kemp......Baltimore . verreeesienareas.Sept. 11, 1880
Hoffman, Th. Hevovvrnewo. BAILIIOrE, ..\ e0s s eeeee . .......Jan. 16, 1880

Reardson, G. Evett........ Baltimore..
RESIDENT IN HABSACHU&ET’I‘S.

Rawson, Chas. J .......... WOrcester ..ocvvvenvsianaions,
Jones, Kaward J....... «e . BOSLOD...cnv.un.. i PO
Adams, Chas. Hall.........Boston..............
Jennison, Samuel..... Bmmn -

, Augustine H........Boston..... .....cc.cciininae,
Whlbtler, Dauniel B......... Boston.......icoivieiisiniieias

BESIDENT IN MISSOURL.
Ahmtt. L!l"-.!ll"l.l.'St.Louis.l.'!‘lil.!!.l!ld!l.ll'ml B’ ]m

Greene, Jr.* Chas. D....... St Louls, ......... SRR oo DO 7, 1888
Montgomery, W.P.........St.Louls............cc.oon. ..o Oct. 16, 1888
Eillott, Gll ............ B LOMIE o on v vimaisaw s nissesing Feb. 8, 1880
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8 RESIDENT IN NEW YORK.

Ward, Thomas F...........New York City................Aug. 8, 188]
Hooperég)naﬁ.ﬂ...........NewYork City. ....oovenn... Aug. 13, 1887

Corey. sasevesessa New York Clty......oouuioo.. Aug. 31, 1887
Fullerton, Frank W........New York Clty................Dec. 12, 1887
Kidder, Leonard R.... ..... New York City.......... venDec. 27, 1887
Nichols, Edward T.........New York Ciry...... veesrres dBIL 7, 1888
Folsom, Thos, W...........New York City................ Feb. 13, 1688
Anpderson, Armour C.......New York City........ veress e 16, 1688
Hillery, John A............ New York City....coooev. e May 28, 1888
Eelly, M. Calhoun......... New York City............... Aug. 156, 1888
Braman, Ella F............ New York City................ Sept. 14, 1888
Hurley, Richard...........New York CIt¥.....vvrveranass Sept. 18, 18688
l[cE!nia.y. James M........New York Cit¥................ Dec. 1888
Corey, Edwin F............New York Clty......... o asieadBN. 8, 1489
Taylor, Charles............ New YOIK Cit¥......o0neinvunn Feb. 20, 1889
Jackson, Eleazer...........New York City................Feb, 25, 1889
Nettleton, Chas............ New York City . .......... March 25, 1881
Frenkel, Emil............. New York City........ ER March 17, 1880
Burnham, Frederick A..... New York City....... ceranes-April 13, 1889
Braman, Joseph B........ New York City......oovevene ..April 20, 1880
[det't|. Willia-m F ---------- iNew Yﬂﬂf Ult”n-ov---voooo ....J'I]IIB 29‘. 1&39
Cochen, Henry B. .......... New York City................ Nov. 7, 1889
Everett, Elisha T........ ..New York City................Nov. 25, 1889
Stanton, Rubert L. ........New York Clt¥y................ Dec. 14, 18-9
Kilvert, Thomas..... ceereoNew York Qity..ooovnvvinannn March 24, 1890
Clarkson, Wm. H.......... New York Clb¥....ovvvvavae. . April 5, 1840
Clifford, Thomas B........ New York Clty.......... ceesssApril 17, 1890
Tavlor, George H..........New York Clty........... e ADTEL 12, 1880
Rogseman, Vincent. ........ New York City........... ....June 6, 1800
RESIDENT IN NEW JERSEY.
an&,John Nllilll‘i.il‘lJﬁ'm}mt’-.l.Il.iilliiilicIil-oJu}}' ll‘ lm
REESIDENT IN OHIO,
Levy, Lyman ..............Clocinnati..................... Nov. 17, 1887
Netter, Gabrial............ Cincinnati............... .....Feb. 20, 1888
Harrison, Joseph T........ Cinelnpati...... i e s Aug. 17, 1889

Kronacher, David F. .....Cincinpati. ...................Sept. 23, 1880
RESIDENT IN OREQON.

miml Emene Dl‘... ---- Portlaud"."..'. ‘.."P."-"Dm‘ 21' I&T
RESIDENT IN PENNSYLVANIA,

Clow, Edward H........... Philadelphia.. . cooooeniaeial o Nov. 22, 1887

Fell, Wm. Jeniks. .. oo Philadelphiae oo, Jan. 13, 1880

'I‘aﬁnr, Samuel Lo.........Philadeiphia....o.oovovvnvea . ADHiL 17, 1889
Sparhawlk, Charles W... ... Philadelphia.. .covveeiaiiin . June 22, 1889
Rand, Theodors DD .~ ......Philadelphia.. .o.oo0naes o Oct. 26, 1889

Tener, Kinley J..... ceve s Philadelphia.. ..o iin e .Dec. 9, 1889
Hunt, Thomasd. ..........Philadelphia.. ..o vvinienn s Dec. 13, 1889
Hobb, Willlam F........... Pigtabamph . cooiire svviaininas Fab, 3, 1890
Hant, Geo. W... i..ven. SPhiladeipbia.. oo - Feb, 17, 1830
Barrett, Frank 1........... Philadelphia. . .oo.0 civeiinn April 28, 1800

Wheeler, Joha H ..........Philadelphit. .. covveercnervo..JADEL 33,' 1880
RESIDENT IN KRODE ISLAND.
Zopp, Gillman E...........Providence. ... .....ccvanivunis Oct. 7, 1889
RESIDENT IN TENNESSEE.
Faulkner, John L..........Enoxville.......c..cenvuevo..  May 31, 1800

RESIDENT IN WASHINGTON.
Clement, D. A...... ves-...Spokane Falls. ...............June 1, 1889
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LIST OF COMMISSIONERS

For other States, residing in Minnesota, to take Acknowledgments, etc., in Com-
mission August 1, 1890,

ALABARMA.
DATE OF
NAME. RESIDENCE. APFOINTMENT.
Carleton, F. H.............Mlnneapolis.. ......oov vivnin Nov. 3, 1881
_ CALIFORNIA,
Odell, Robert R........... Minneapolls....................Nov. 20, 1889
FLORIDA. )
Carleton, F, H.............Minneapolis................ .Dec. 10, 1881
GEORGIA,

Claud,Jones C.............Minneapolis... ............... ..Dec. 31, 1888
Odell R R vvvvonnnns ....Minneapolis....................March 28, 1889
ILLINOIS,

Odell, R. R................Mioneapolls....................March 10, 1850
MAINE.

Dae e B s M inneamaliy o e 1
Laocaster, W. H...........Mioneapolis....................July 24, 1885

MASSACHUSETTS, '
Odell R R.......cocinenvns Minneapolls ...................April 17, 1889
MICHIGAN.
OdellR. R..................Minneapolls...................Nov. 12, 1835
Mines, Chas. R............. Stillwater......................0Oct. 21, 1888
Davis, Horace W...........Btillwater .................0. LAug. 6, 1881
Hammond, Chas. D........ Minneapolis. ................. May 16, 1888
Kellar, Wm. H.............Minncapolis....... serissiasnsdune 7, 1889
Wing, H.A...... ..o Duluth e iiniiinininns Jan. 18, 1880
MISSISBIPPI.
Reeve, Chas. Mc....... «...Minneapolis....................March 19, 1872
. NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Knughtr. Ollver M..........80 Paul...coovvvviinninninnnns Feb. 12, 130
Odell, R.R..covevvvvvnennns Minoeapolis..oovevvnvane .. July 1, 1800
NEBRABEA,

Reeve, Chas. Mc............ Minneapolis......ovcovven oo April 3, 1872
NEW JERSEY.

Odell, B. R........ cieesMinneapolis.... ... ......... ... AUR. 1, 1889

- NEW YOEK.
Kllog, Joseph .............5t. Paul............ vereensaanoFeh, 7, 1889
OHIO.

Rinker,G. A...............5t. Paul....... veeeeenan ceeeneae July 21, 1890
Odell, R.B......coovvnnnnn Minneapolis.................. ..June 23, 1888
PENNSYLVANIA.

Odell, B.R.........cnvvues Minneapolig...................Nov. 13, 1885
BOUTH CAROLINA,

Carleton, F. H.............Minncapolis ................... Dec. 6, 1881
VERMONT.

Odell, R. R................Mioneapulis.............. «eee.Nov. 6, 1886
WIBCONMBIN.

Odell, R E................Minneapolis... ................. June 12, 1889
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Suggestions for Future Research

There are several important documents that | could not find while
researching this article—governor’s instruction to commissioners and
directives establishing and later extending the terms of appointment. A
“real historian” who had better archival skills than | possess would have
found them easily. Someday they will be and inserted in this article.

Researching and writing about commissioners of deeds enabled me to
see the far greater importance of its sibling, notaries public. They play
and have played unheralded roles in lubricating the wheels of commerce
in this country, making investments and transfers of wealth easier and
safer and aiding functionaries in the legal system. A history of this
neglected but important office is needed.
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